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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Peter Meyer   
The Sheep and Wool Industry continues to reach 
new heights at auction and markets but looming in 
the background is the threat of continued dry (drought 
conditions) for producers. Hay and grain continue to be 
transported to NSW, Queensland and pastoral areas as 
producers try to maintain breeding nucleus of their flocks. 
Fortunately, sheep prices have been reasonable although, 
just lately have shown a downward trend. Hopefully rain 
will soon grace these parched areas Australia wide as 
earlier it was hoped the Australian sheep flock would 
increases numbers slowly, but the opposite will now be on 
the cards. Wool productions will also be affected by this 
dry time, which along with a reduction in the Ewe flock 
will affect our members ram sale’s in the coming months. 

On Friday May 18th in Adelaide, The Australian 
Association of Stud Merino Breeders (AASMB) held 
their Annual General Meeting. The election for office 
bearers was conducted and I was elected as President, 
Max Wilson as Vice President and Angus Beveridge as 
Treasurer.  In addition, various councillors were appointed 
to different committees to represent Stud Breeders on 
various projects and advocacy groups. With Georgina 
Wallace and Michael Collins completing their terms as 
President and Treasurer, we thank them for their very 
conscientious work and the effort they applied to their 
respective positions, for the benefit of the AASMB and 
all members of the Stud Merino Industry Australia wide.

At the AGM, the AASMB approved a number of projects 
and activities which will provide for improvement, as well
as promote and advocate for the industry. Some of these                                              
are set out below.

best natural fibre
Great tastinG Meat

MOst PrOfitable breeD

The new AASMB constitution was accepted and in 
October this year we will commence work on updating 
the Flock Book rules, as well as review the Flock Book  
database, portal and documentation. 

The Breed More Merino Ewes campaign will continue to 
encourage the growth of the Australian Merino ewe base 
by promoting and demonstrating how truly profitable the 
Australian Merino is.   

Our work with young people in the breeding and 
marketing of the Merino, wool and meat will also continue. 
With our AGM coinciding with the AWI National Merino 
Challenge (NMC) some of our board members stayed on 
to attend. This event certainly is growing in significance 
and popularity with students who are our future breeders 
and those looking for work in various sectors of the 
Industry. For the second year in row AASMB had an 
information stand at the event, this year shared with 
MerinoSA. AASMB look forward to continuing to offer 
support for this event. 

Another event supported by 
AASMB was a leadership 
course for young people 
(21-35 age bracket) held in 
Clare during February. 
The attendees were 
selected from various 
sectors of the Wool and 
Sheep Industry to 
participate in a week long 
course covering aspects
involved in the successful 
running of a business and/or 
being employed in the 
various sectors of Agriculture 
in Australia. (continued page 2) Peter Meyer with 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (CONT.)
Peter Meyer
Advocacy remains an important function of the AASMB, by attending events, meetings and training programs and 
sitting on panels and committees that act in the interests of both Stud and Commercial growers,’ as well as the health 
and welfare of the animals. Recently AASMB has written to various Ministers and people in authority in support of the 
McCarthy report and the importance of the continued operation of the Live Sheep Trade from Australia, with better 
regulated controls by Government on the export boats.  In addition, a committee has been established to review and 
provide recommendations on how the export of Stud sheep and genetic material to South American countries can 
be more streamlined for the benefit of all parties involved. We are also working to help address issues relating to 
shortages of skills and labour in the Industry such as Wool Classers and Shearers. 

From the 6th to the 23th of April this year, the AASMB lead the official delegation to the 10th World Merino Conference 
in Uruguay and the post tour to Argentina.  I was in attendance for Uruguay, while a large group continued on to 
Argentina. These events certainly provided a wonderful opportunity to meet people from all over the world and from 
all sectors of the Industry passionate about the Merino. The Uruguayan Merino Breeders Society and the Argentinian 
Merino Breeders Society are to be congratulated.

In closing, thank you to all Stud members, State Stud Merino 
Associations and AASMB councilors for their cooperation and 
significant contribution to the AASMB and it many projects.  
I look forward to continuing the hard work and results for the 
benefit of the future of our Industry.   
 
Regards, 
Peter S Meyer 
President AASMB 

World Federation of Merino Breeders

Will Roberts- 
WFMB President

The World Federation of Merino Breeders 
(WFMB) is a co-operative group of like 
minded people who share information 
in the desire to continue to improve the 
Merino breed. We see from the types of 
Merinos bred in the different countries and 
environments that each of the countries 
that are members of the WFMB have their 
own challenges, but all are striving to 
breed the most profitable animal for their 
environment.

The WFMB has an important role to play 
in assisting not only its member countries 
but I see it as a very important role of the 
WFMB in assisting countries who are not 
members to upgrade their genetics and 
management and in the longer term they 
may see the value in being members of the 
World Federation.

The World Conferences are a wonderful 
opportunity for the host country to 
showcase its industry and we are very 
grateful to the Uruguayan Organising 
Committee, Uruguayan Stud Merino 
Breeders and the Argentinian Stud Merino 
Breeders for the wonderful displays we 
saw of Stud and Commercial sheep and 
the insightful insights we got into the 
challenges they face not only commercially 
but environmentally. The hospitality we 
received was absolutely outstanding.

The Australian Merino Industry is a wonderful supporter of the World 
Conferences and this year there was approximately 100 stud and commercial 
breeders touring South America. 

A great initiative of Tom Ashby’s has seen the WFMB meet every second 
year and the Merino Insight Conference held in Adelaide in 2016 was a 
further opportunity for the Member Countries to get together. Hopefully this 
is something we can continue to do.
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Australian Delegation to the 10th World Merino Conference

AUSTRALIAN Merino breeders have plenty to smile 
about after what was seen and heard by participants 
on the Australian Association of Stud Merino Breeders 
(AASMB) a recent trade mission to Uruguay and 
Argentina.  The visit to the two South American Merino 
breeding countries coincided with the 10th World Merino 
Conference held in April in Montevideo, Uruguay. The 
AASMB, headed by President Georgina Wallace, 
Tasmania, led the official Australian delegation of 
some 77 people to Uruguay and 46 to Argentina. Other 
representatives from AASMB and the state Stud Merino 
associations were AASMB Vice President Peter Meyer, 
and AASMB CEO Sally Hicks; with Peter Rogers, Vice 
President of the Victorian Stud Merino Sheepbreeders’; 
Ian Michael, President of the South Australian Stud 
Merino Sheepbreeders’ Association and Bruce Dunbabin 
from Stud Merino Breeders’ Association of Tasmania.

More than 200 people involved in the Merino Industry 
attended the conference in Uruguay from across the 
globe including Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Lesotho, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, US, Russia, 
Hungary, Portugal, Falkland Islands. The theme of the 
conference was focused around the quality of global 
Merino production.  There were a number of Australian 
speakers, including Peter Meyer, who presented at 
conference, alongside speakers from across the globe 
who spoke on the benefits and the future of the wool and 
Merino industry.

Also at the conference Will Roberts, past AASMB 
President, was elected the new President of the 
World Federation of Merino Breeders, replacing fellow 
Australian Tom Ashby, in the role.

The pre-conference tour of Uruguay was mainly in the 
Salto region in the countries north west corner, where 
the majority of sheep are run in Uruguay. The tour took 
in visits to five properties including four studs, a wool 
scouring and top-making plant, along with a show and 
sale, where Charlie Merriman of New South Wales, had 
the honour of judging. 

The studs visited included La Magdalena, Talitas and 
San Ramon all in the Salto region as well as the Santa 
Catalina stud, near Colonia in the south, with all focusing 
on fine wool production and the use of performance data.

The show and sale held during the tour was also a 
highlight for many. This event was originally set for one 
day but eventually ran into a second morning, with the 
sale taking place on the evening of the second day 
following visits to the Talitas and San Ramon studs. The 
major awards in the show went to the La Magdalena stud 
which exhibited both the supreme champion exhibit (a 
Merino ram) and the grand champion unshedded ram. 
In the sale these rams sold for the two top prices, the 
unhoused grand champion made $US12,200, to set a 
record price for a ram sold in Uruguay, while the supreme 
champion made $US5700.

The post conference tour of Argentina traversed the 
Patagonia region, starting in the north west at San Carlos 
Bariloch in the Rio Negro province, before travelling south 
along the east side of the snow capped Andes and into 
Chubut province to Esquel and Rio Pico before heading 
east to Comodora Rivadavia on the Atlantic coast. This 
tour showed just how robust and adaptable Merinos are. 
The harsh landscapes and climatic regions (both arid and 
semi-arid) travelled through on the trip highlighted this.  
As an example, at the Gonzalo family’s Rio Pico stud, 
which is nestled between the foothills of the Andes and 
the plains of the Chubut province, temperatures range 
from -30 degrees in winter to a peak of 32 degrees in 
summer. Snow falls in winter often reach depths of one 
metre and average rainfall varying from 300-500mm over 
the 30,000 hectare property. (continued page 4)
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Australian Delegation to the 10th World Merino Conference

During the four days in the Chubut province, the 
delegation visited seven studs - Leleque, Rio Pico, 
Tecka, Languna de Toro, Estancia Media Luna, 
San Jose and Manantiales studs. All are running 
large Merino flocks shearing from 15,000 up to 
100,000 sheep and all have used Australian genetics, 
either through the purchase of rams, ewes, semen or 
embryos with good success.  

In terms of the Merinos in both countries, Georgina 
Wallace, who led the official Australian delegation said:  
“The conference and tour really showed off the ability 
of the Merino to adapt and perform in a range of 
environments. We saw it running in areas receiving up to 
1200mm rainfall in Uruguay and then down in Argentina 
we saw producers breeding them in areas receiving less 
than 200mm. “It was also great to see Australian genetics 
doing well in both countries. In Uruguay they are using 
sheep breeding values as their selection tool for breeding 
a fine woolled sheep. In Argentina, they are breeding a 
larger framed Merino in the 19-20 micron range. It was 
also amazing to see the sheer scale and size of the 
operations in Argentina, it was a real eye opener.”

Georgina said that overall it was a fantastic trip enjoyed by 
everyone. “This event is held every four years and brings 
the 13 Merino breeding countries together in one place, 
which provides a great opportunity for networking, bouncing 
ideas off each other and seeing how Merino operations 
work in other countries. It also provides a chance share 
knowledge as well as discuss problems and issues. You 
soon realise each country shares similar problems”. 

“I believe it was certainly a beneficial tour for all involved, 
with plenty of opportunity to meet new people and make 
new friendships. The hospitality which was bestowed 
upon us from property to property was amazing. At these 
places we not only saw Merino but also some very good 
cattle and horses. We saw some amazing things on the 
properties, like 500 mares and their foals driven passed.”

Georgina also said that just the travel in these countries 
was definitely an experience in itself “People on the 
delegation were wonderful, they understood the 
challenges of traversing such great distances and working 
with different cultures, it created some fabulous memories 
with as much fun had in the journey as the destinations 
each day. Communication skills have also improved 
as a result of having to use sign language and various 
impersonations of animals, when speaking with the locals 
one on one or when trying to order in restaurants”.

In her final comments Georgina thanked all involved.
“On behalf of the AASMB and the Merino breeders of 
Uruguay and Argentina, I would particularly like to thank 
all those who participated in the delegation, for their 
support of this event”. 

The next World Merino Conference is planned to be in Hungary 
in 2022, with either a pre tour or post tour in Portugal.

Talitas - Uruguay

Rio Pico - Argentina

Show Winner
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Australian merino wool prices have officially hit the 
fabled $20 a kilogram, in what is another record high.
While strong demand from China is largely 
responsible for driving the market in recent weeks, 
there has also been an increase in demand for high-
quality, superfine wool from international markets, with 
Australian growers reaping the benefits of a weaker 
local currency. 

In the last month, the price of medium merino has 
increased by almost $3, with the Chinese market 
calling for uniform fabric, double-faced fabric, fake 
fur, as well as traditional woven and knitted garments. 
There’s also new wool opportunities in the US market, 
with renewable and biodegradable fibres being 
coveted for use in athleisure clothing, with its odour-
resisting properties and soft feel being a bonus. 

The high prices coincide with the conclusion of peak 
shearing season in Australia, meaning supplies 
are dwindling and growers will need to push to get 
as much wool on the market as possible. This is a 
great opportunity for shearing contractors ready to 
capitalise before the traditionally quiet time of year 
sets in. 

With the highest wool prices in nearly three decades, 
many didn’t expect this renaissance in the Australian 
wool industry. For those that have stuck out this
interminable period following the collapse of the 
wool reserve price scheme in 1991, 
the rewards are richly deserved. 

‘Shear’ Demand for Aussie Wool  

With Merino producers finally set to enjoy the fruits of 
their labour and with a bumper wool cheque on the 
way, wool growers need not wait for their wool clip to 
come in before investing in infrastructure or additional 
property.

With Elders’ WoolPlus advance facility, eligible 
wool growers can now access up to 50 per cent 
of expected wool proceeds in the six months prior 
to wool sale. It’s an attractive, no fees tool which 
provides growers extra financial flexibility in managing 
on-and-off farm expenses. 

Application forms are easy to complete and are 
available from your local Elders District Wool 
Manager, who will need to be notified of any material 
changes in your stock or business activity during the 
term of the loan. Repayment of principal and interest 
automatically occurs from your wool sale proceeds. 

WoolPlus
Release the equity in your  
upcoming wool clip now.

6 month advance Easy application process50% advance on estimated  
future value of the wool

Visit elders.com.au/woolplus 
for more information
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The Merino Lifetime Productivity project – Increasing genetic gain for Merino ewe lifetime productivity

Over the past couple of decades, the Merino industry has moved towards making selection decisions at younger and 
younger ages of sheep; at the same time we have seen the industry embrace a wider range of breeding directions 
and strategies. These industry changes and developments have raised many questions around whether our current 
selection systems are delivering greater lifetime production outcomes. These issues have led to the development of 
one of the industry’s longest and largest Merino breeding projects, the Merino Lifetime Productivity (MLP) project.  

50 pens of ewes were on display at the 2018 
Balmoral field day in February.

Over the life of the project, 135 industry sires 
representing different breeding philosophies, horn/
poll, trait performance, show performance and industry 
usage will generate 5,000 F1 ewes that will be annually 
assessed both visually and objectively for five to 
six years. The sires were selected through an open 
nomination process to meet the project objectives, with 
the final listing complemented by the inclusion of sires 
for research and industry interest purposes. A full list of 
sires is available on the MLP project website at 
www.wool.com/MLP.

The project has two not-to-be missed field days coming 
up that offer wool growers a chance to inspect the 
progeny of 30 of the project’s industry sires – and to 
hear about the latest in project results. Macquarie will 
open its doors on Wednesday 11th July and the New 
England site on Friday 3rd August. Check the MLP 
website www.wool.com/MLP for more details and to 
subscribe to receive regular project updates.

Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) and the Australian 
Merino Sire Evaluation Association (AMSEA) has 
teamed up to deliver the MLP project with strong support 
from industry including ram breeders and wool growers. 
This 10-year project has a key aim to generate a unique 
Merino dataset that can be used to better understand 
how early in life selection – using raw data, breeding 
values, indexes and genomic information along with 
visual selection and classing – relates to improving 
ewe lifetime performance, and how current breeding 
strategies might be enhanced to deliver better 
outcomes to industry. 

The $12 million project ($7 million from AWI and $5 million 
from partners) will also explore the biological, economic 
and genetic relationships between reproduction, wool, 
meat and disease resistance throughout a ewe’s lifetime. 
To ensure the project generates results relevant to all 
Merino growing regions and types, the project involves 
five sire evaluation sites located in diverse climates with 
genetically diverse ewe bases: 

• Balmoral (Harrow, Vic) – Fine Wool
• Macquarie (Trangie, NSW) – Fine Medium Wool
• MerinoLink (Temora, NSW) – Fine Medium Wool
• New England (Armidale, NSW) – Superfine Wool
• Pingelly (WA) – Meat Merino

For more information, contact AWI Program Manager 
Genetics and Animal Welfare Advocacy,

 Geoff Lindon, on 0427 572 228.

Keep up to date at www.wool.com/MLP 

• Individual site reports and the latest 
project updates 

• Subscribe to receive regular 
project updates  

• Details on annual site field days
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Peter’s involvement with the Wool Industry spans some 40 years, with 
a great passion for this natural fibre. He has been on the Australian 
Association of Stud Merino Breeders (AASMB) Committee as Vice 
President for the last 3 years and some 5 years in total. He is also a 
committee member and past President of the South Australian Stud Merino 
Sheepbreeders’ Association, as well as Co-Chairperson of the successful 
World Merino Insight which was held in 2016 in South Australia.  

Peter has been running a mixed farming operation for forty years. He 
is married to Julie, with two married sons - Brett and Paul - and six 
grandchildren. The family have land holdings at Brinkworth, in the mid north 
of South Australia and at Tintinara in the south east of South Australia, which 
carry the Mulloorie Merino and Poll Merino Studs, which were established in 
1979 and 1982 respectively. 
 

Meet the new AASMB Executive Committee   

PRESIDENT - PETER MEYER

Max Wilson has been on the AASMB Council since 2016 and is currently 
President of the Qld Merino Stud Sheepbreeders’ Association, which he 
has been directly involved in for some 10 years.  In addition, Max has been 
involved with his local sheep show since 1976 on a continuous basis, including 
President for 2 years. He has been showing sheep for many years and enjoys 
the opportunities to meet and mix with other Breeders in our industry. 

Max’s family drew the original 10000 acre Wilgunya block in 1953 when 
various ballots were conducted after WW2 and country reclaimed off the 
Australian Pastoral Company. Since then he has purchased another 3 
properties totaling 40,000 acres, which includes 6000 acres of dryland 
farming. The Wilgunya Merino Stud was registered in 1979. Max lives on 
the property with his wife Heather and eldest son Benn.

VICE- PRESIDENT - MAX WILSON

Angus Beveridge is a 3rd generation stud breeder and wool grower and operates 
Wyuna Merinos, which was established by his grandfather in 1931. He runs it 
in partnership with his wife Melinda and they have two teenage children both 
still at school. Wyuna is located near the small village of Armatree which is in 
the western plains of NSW about six hours drive from Sydney. Angus has been 
involved with the Wool Industry since leaving University of New England with a 
Bachelor of Agricultural Economics. He spent 12 months in the wool stores in 
Newcastle, followed by a 6 month stint in Port Phillip Woollen Mills in Melbourne. 
He then spent 2 years as an Export Trading Coordinator/Wool buyer with Dalgety 
International until 1996 when he returned to the family property to assist in 
running the mixed farming operation.

Angus has been on the NSW Sud Merino Breeders’ Association (NSWSMBA)  
since 2004, becoming President in 2016 and he joined the AASMB Council in 2014.  
 

TREASURER - ANGUS BEVERIDGE

50 pens of ewes were on display at the 2018 
Balmoral field day in February.
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THE AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF STUD MERINO BREEDERS LIMITED COUNCIL

eXeCutiVe COMMittee

                                                                               
                                 

                                                                   
   

                                                                              

DeleGates  
* Denotes State President

NSW STUD MERINO BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION LIMITED
* Angus Beveridge (Wyuna)

Drew Chapman (Hinesville/West Plains Poll)

QUEENSLAND MERINO STUD SHEEPBREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION (INC)
                                                                     * Max Wilson (Wilgunya) 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STUD MERINO SHEEPBREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION (INC) 
* Ian Michael (Nyowee Poll)

                                                                     Nick Wadlow (Old Ashrose)  

STUD MERINO BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF WA (INC)
 * Wayne Button (Manunda)                                        

  Scott Pickering (Derella Downs/Pyramid Poll)

STUD MERINO BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF TASMANIA
* Georgina Wallace (Trefusis)  

VICTORIAN STUD MERINO SHEEPBREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION (INC)
* Michael Collins (Mount Bute)

Peter Roger (Yulong)

                                                                       

                                                                            VICE PRESIDENT   
Max Wilson (Wilgunya)

                                                                                PRESIDENT   
Peter Meyer (Mulloorie)

                                                                              TREASURER
                                                                      Angus Beveridge (Wyuna)                                                            

                                                                           aDMinistratiOn   

AASMB National Office: Mrs Sally Hicks: Chief Executive Officer
PO Box 72

Williamstown  VIC  3016
Tel: 0417 561 983

Email: office@merinos.com.au

FIND US ON FACEBOOk

Check out AASMB’s facebook page:
facebook.com/ausmerinos


