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Maintaining tradition, this year’s cover features the 
supreme exhibits at the three major NSW shows held 
under the auspices of the NSW Stud Merino Breeders 
Association. In particular we acknowledge the supreme 
exhibit from Sydney Sheep Show run in conjunction 
with the Sydney Royal, the supreme exhibit at the Great 
Southern Supreme Merinos (GSSM) Show in Canberra, 
and the supreme NSW ram at the 2014 Rabobank 
National Merino Sheep Show in Dubbo.

Joining them is the Queensland ram of the year, judged at 
the Queensland State Sheep Show, held in Goondiwindi 
on 1 and 2 May. 

Last year a judge at Sydney, but this time on the other 
side of the mat holding what would be the supreme 
exhibit (top photo on cover), was Drew Chapman, West 
Plains Poll stud, Delegate. 

For Sydney it was a first to see a Poll Merino take the 
supreme title, but not a first for Mercenary, the 4-tooth, 
medium-strong March-shorn ram who had also been 
supreme exhibit at the GSSM show (pictured middle right 
on cover) in January. 

Bred by Drew and Laura Chapman, West Plains Poll and 
Hinesville Merino studs, Mercenary measured 20.3-micron 

West Plains’
double act

Cover Story

with 3.4 standard deviation (SD), 16.7 per cent co-efficient 
of variation (CV) and a 99.4 pc comfort factor (CF). 

His showing career began when sashed supreme March-
shorn exhibit at Campbell Town Show in May 2014 and 
following this year’s GSSM win he was Monaro Ram of 
the Year in February. 

On his way to the top gong, Mercenary had won medium-
strong March-shorn Poll Merino ram, grand champion 
Poll Merino ram and then supreme Merino ram, before 
standing alongside the supreme Merino ewe from 
Nerstane stud, Woolbrook, and taking out the show’s 
major award.

By West Plains Assassin, Mercenary is a grandson of 
West Plains Cher, the champion medium wool exhibit that 
performed so well in 2006, winning the grand champion 
medium wool title at the Australian Sheep and Wool 
Show, Bendigo, and grand champion fine-medium wool 
Merino at that year’s Rabobank Katanning World Merino 
Conference Show. 

In Sydney the seven judges selected Mercenary for his 
size, structure, correctness, length of staple and purity 
of fleece, noting his “excellent wool on an excellent 
carcase” and “great bulk of fleece”. In what also proved 
an unwitting prediction, Mercenary then went on to win the 
objective measurement competition.

“It’s a wonderful thing to be acknowledged by your peers 
– all leading breeders – in competition against the state’s 
best sheep,” Drew Chapman said.

“To also win the objective measurement class with the 
same ram was an even bigger thrill and not a feat which 

has often been achieved in the past – the objective 
measurement result really justifies the judges’ selection 
on the mat, based on commercial attributes.”

The 145.5 kg Mercenary had the highest fleece value 
of $139.02, highest fleece weight at 16.5 kg and top 
body weight at 129 kg bare shorn. Eye muscle depth 
was 41, yield 28.6 pc and staple length was 150 mm 
with strength of 52 N/kt.

The bottom centre position on our cover is the 2014 
Rabobank Australian Supreme Merino ram of Max 
and Gai, Andrew and Brooke Rayner, Grathlyn Merino 
stud, Hargraves. 

Rising through superfine classes in Dubbo, Grathlyn 
012-78 Supreme piled on the sashes, from champion 
superfine August-shorn ram to grand champion ram, 
to the show’s supreme exhibit and the supreme NSW 
ram to contest the national title.  

On stage for Australia’s premier award, Grathlyn 012-
78 stood alongside other State finalists, Orrie Cowie 
Poll, Warooka, South Australia; Glenpaen, Brimpaen, 
Victoria; and Mount Ascot, Mitchell, Queensland. 

Sired by Langdene 07-4073 (himself an Australian 
supreme), the 17.1-micron Grathlyn 012-78 had 2.9 
SD, 17 CV and 99.6 CF. He had also dominated the 
superfine section at Bendigo’s Australian Sheep and 
Wool Show the previous month before taking out that 
event’s supreme title and subsequently topping the 
closing day’s ram sale at $25,000.

The middle ram on the left of our cover is the 
Queensland ram of the year, for the second 
consecutive year from Nigel and Rosemary 
Brumpton’s Mount Ascot, Mitchell.

The 18.1-micron Mount Ascot Lawrence had 2.4 
SD, 13.3 CV and a 100 pc CF and was also junior 
champion ram and Queensland champion all-purpose 
ram at the Queensland State Sheep Show in May.

RAS sheep and wool committee chairman, Tim Slack-Smith, sashes West Plains 
Mercenary, the supreme exhibit of the 2015 Sydney Royal, held by Drew Chapman.

Photo courtesy The Land
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President’s 
Message –
NSW
The past twelve months have again been a rewarding 
challenge and a steep learning curve for me in trying 
to understand the depth and history of the association 
and how it relates to present day. The separation of the 
NSW SMBA and AASMB offices has brought with it some 
necessary changes in our office which have been both very 
successful but at the same time very disruptive and time 
consuming both for me and the office staff past and present. 

To facilitate these changes and with the resignation of Mae 
Edenborough, our long standing administrative assistant 
and NSW registrar, it was decided for financial viability 
to amalgamate these positions and that of the NSW 
secretary into one position. This led to the employment 
of Ms Megan Giannini in the current position of NSW 
executive officer, a decision that has proved successful 
and I think positive for our association.

We also thought that with office changes it was time to 
enhance our profile within the technological world we all 
now live. With this in mind we wanted to enhance and 
improve our current website to make it more interactive 
and user friendly. This has taken some time and a lot of 
patience but our new-look website is now ready for use 
by our members and commercial enterprises. I am very 
pleased with the current layout and look forward to your 
feedback and suggestions for further content in the future.

NSW SMBA is still supporting and pushing for the Lifetime 
Productivity Project to go ahead but at this time due 

to many changes and 
reformatting, the project 
is still awaiting finalisation 
and we have therefore 
not given any financial 
assistance to date.

Through the NSW SMBA 
Trust we continue to 
support Dr Simon de 
Graaf’s project “Achieving 
low cost, accessible 
Artificial Insemination 
of frozen semen for the 
sheep industry”, a project 
we are co-funding with 
AWI. 

Once again we are 
supporting the RAS 
Foundation’s Rural Scholarship Programme with funding 
for a student for 12 months and a second student for 
6 months. I feel this project is very satisfying and have 
enjoyed meeting our students over the last couple of 
years; they have I think been very deserving of our 
support. Also the RAS delivers this programme in a 
very commendable format and keeps all sponsors well 
informed.

NSW SMBA offers continued support to our Queensland 
counterparts through this journal and our website.

It has again been a pleasure to attend several shows 
and sales throughout NSW and the Queensland Sate 
Sheep Show. I attended the Don Brown Memorial Ewe 
Competition for the first time this year. I was impressed by 
the quality of stock presented and the overall organisation 
of this competition and would encourage anyone with 
the time to attend and support these competitions; they 
provide a great benchmark for our industry.

Congratulations to James and Jim Litchfield on the 
sesquicentenary of Hazeldean which they celebrate this 
year along with the successes of the pioneering stud 
founded in 1865 which has remained in the same family 
throughout. 

On behalf of all Merino breeders I would also like to 
acknowledge the significant role played in the industry 
by Graham and Mary Wells. Their breeding legacy 
and the impact of their One Oak genetics will be felt for 
generations. I know I speak for all members in wishing 
them a happy and fruitful retirement and congratulating 
them on their countless achievements as Merino 
breeders.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at 
the Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show and Ram 
Sale in Dubbo from 25 to 27 August, where along with 
the show and sale and AWN Fleece Show, we will again 
see the School Wether Challenge, Commercial flock ewe 
competition, Farm Expo and relax at the AWI Cocktail 
Party where the 2015 Rabobank Australian Supreme 
Merino Ram will be announced.

I would like to thank my hard working executive and 
staff for their support over the last twelve months. I 
also welcome Drew Chapman to the NSW junior vice 
president’s position.

As always we extend our thanks to Rabobank and Elders 
for their longstanding support of this publication.

James Derrick
President

NSW Stud Merino Breeders’ Association
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Phone: 02 9763 2744
Fax: 02 9763 1878
Email: office@merinonsw.com.au
Web: www.merinonsw.com.au
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Designed & Printed by: Dobija Print World
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The opinions expressed in contributed copy in this journal are 
those of the contributor, not necessarily the association.

All information contained in this publication was correct at time of printing. 
The publisher takes no responsibility for any errors that may occur. E&OE

For additional copies contact the NSW SMBA
Phone (02) 9763 2744

NSW Stud Merino Breeders’
Association Ltd
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BIG FRAMES
BIG WOOL

RESILIENCE
included for free 

Rams available 
from mid October 

Enquiries always welcome 

Ron and Anne Mackay 
“Vatua”, PO Box 382, Coonamble NSW 2829 

Ph 02 6823 5820 Ron 0429 235 820 
Email: vatua@bigpond.com 

Classer: Steve Phillips - Deniliquin 
Ph 03 5881 5771 Mob 0429 815 771 

Flock No 3852 

MERINO STUD 

Welcome
In the past year there have been nine new studs 
registered with the NSW Stud Merino Breeders’ 
Association with two pending, as well as a transfer from 
Victoria. Contact details for these studs are contained 
in the NSW Merino Stud Directory 2015-16 in the back 
pages of this journal.

Waratah, Poll F. No. 1513 – Bigga

This stud was founded in March 2010 and registered in 
July 2014 by Doug Picker, by the purchase of 247 semen 
doses from Leahcim Poll F. No. 815 and the transfer of 50 
ewes upgraded from the flock after inspection.

Almondvale, Poll F. No. 1512 – Urana

Paul and Dalles Routley registered their Poll stud in July 
2014 by the purchase of 3 rams from Glenlea Park Poll F. 
No. 1382, two rams from Mulloorie Poll F. No. 793 and 55 
ewes from Moorundie Park Poll F. No. 88.

Conrayn, Poll F. No. 1516 – Berridale

This stud was founded in January 2012 and registered 
in August 2014 by Peter and Jayne Lette, trading as 

Conrayn Merino Stud, by the purchase of 1 ram from 
Wurrook Poll F. No. 1439, 17 ewes from Merryville Poll F. 
No. 223, and 15 ewes from Middle View Poll F. No. 1362.

Arcadia, F. No. 5090 – Yass

Ashley and Katie Penfold, trading as A & K Penfold, 
founded their stud in October 2011 and it was registered 
in August 2014 by the purchase of 1 ram from Richmond, 
F. No. 5021 and 52 ewes from Glenwood, F. No. 1156.

Timaru, F. No. 5093 – McMahons Reef

Trading as G. N. M. Investments Pty Ltd, Gary Leask 
founded this stud in June 2014 and it was registered in 
March 2015, by the purchase of two rams and 52 ewes 
from Ledgerton, F. No. 4154.

Kalaree, Poll F. No. 1524 – Bigga

This stud was founded in October 2014 and registered in 
March 2015, by Alex and Stephanie Willson, trading as A. 
D. Willson, by the purchase of 50 semen doses and 25 
ewes from Roseville Park, Poll F. No. 1288.

Wongara, Poll F. No 1529 – Old Junee

Wongara Poll was founded in April 2014 and registered 
in June 2015 by Doug Walker, trading as D. I. Walker, by 
the purchase of two rams from Glen Donald, Poll F. No. 
878; 50 ewes from Glen Donald, F. No. 3543; 50 ewes 
from Roseville Park, Poll F. No. 1288; and 22 ewes from 
One Oak, F. No. 2251. In addition, 40 semen doses from 
Roseville Park, Poll. F. No. 1288, were also purchased. 

Carrabungla, Poll. F. No. 1530 – Laggan

Neville McIntosh, trading as Carrabungla Pastoral Co, 
founded Carrabungla Poll in February 2015 and registered 
the stud in June 2015 by the purchase of 80 semen doses 
from Willandra, Poll F. No. 610 and the transfer of 40 ewes 
from Carrabungla, F. No. 4932.

Hillcreston, Poll. F. No. 1531 – Bigga

Hillcreston Poll was founded in October 2014 and 
registered in June 2015 by Sam Picker trading as 
Hillcreston Poll Merino stud by the purchase of one ram 
and 25 ewes from Hillcreston F. No. 1263 and 10 ewes 
from Avington P. F. No. 1289. 

Pine Camp, Poll F. No. 1406 - Wentworth

In May 2014, Andrew and Michelle Bos, trading as A H & 
M G Bos, relocated their stud from Laharum, Victoria, to 
Wentworth, NSW and in October 2014, the name of the 
stud was changed from Tragowel to Pine Camp Poll. 
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.We once again had a shearing demonstration of the 12 13 month old full sisters of the sale rams, on sale day
The most valuable ewe lamb cut 9.9 kilograms of 18.0 Micron, SD 3.2, 17.7 CV and 99.5 CF, valued at $80.69, by
Jemalong Wool. The 12 ewe lambs body weight av. 81.5kg, average fleece weight of 8.5kg, micron av. 17.5mic.

SOME OF OUR STUD SIRES HAVE BEEN RANKED IN THE MERINO STUD INDUSTRY AS
TRAIT LEADERS FOR BODY WEIGHTS, FLEECE WEIGHTS AND NUMBER OF LAMBS WEANED.

LACHLANMERINOS
TOP PRICE RAM 2014 SALE

of 2014 Lachlan Rams av. $1,200 or less!
Brett and Jenny Woods, purchased the top price ram
for $12,000, sired by BJ 449. At 13 months old, the
115.5kg Poll, Aug/Sept drop ram had a micron of
18.5, 2.4 SD, 12.9 CV and 99.8% CF.
Mr Woods first saw the ram at Dubbo National Show
and Sale in August. “I liked him when I saw him at
Dubbo,” Mr Woods said. “I came here after the one
ram and I am very pleased I got him.
He said what attracted him to the ram was his long
body and the quality and evenness of his wool. “The
consistency of his wool is impeccable: his test results
are all perfect and he stands well too. “I really can’t
see anything wrong with him!”

www.lachlanmerinos.com.au
   Glen, Margot, Mitchell & Campbell Rubie 

   “Meadow Bank” 94 Warroo Bridge Rd Forbes NSW 2871
          T: 02 68572118 F: 0268572162 

                                                       E: lachlanmerinos@activ8.net.au 
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You are invited to Dubbo in August and once again 
the invitation offers something for everyone involved in 
the Merino industry. As many of you would know the 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show and Sale has 
been running for over 50 years at the Dubbo Showground. 

It is humbling to report that we are continuing the upbeat, 
positive vibe of recent years. The new additions to the 
event have been widely embraced which means they are 
all returning again this year.  

A major element is the sheep show and we’re expecting 
a good roll-up of competitors with around 700 sheep 
coming from all around the country, making for a truly 
national event.   

Many come to Dubbo so they can talk to the stud 
breeders and see their displays. In recent years I 
am pleased to say the number of studs involved has 
increased and we certainly attract the majority of the 
major players within the industry. It provides a good 
opportunity for people to see a big variety of first-class 
genetics all under the one roof. 

There’s no doubt that Dubbo can lay claim to one of 
the country’s leading ram sales with buyers and sellers 
travelling Australia-wide to attend. There is also the 
occasional overseas buyer. 

While we do sell rams which make some of the highest 
prices in Australia there are always plenty of quality rams 
at affordable prices. Last year the average sale price was 
$4669 with prices starting at $1000. The top price for 
2014 was $25,000 - well done to Orrie Cowie. It is great 
that Bromar will be giving away two feeders for the third 
consecutive year. 

Don’t forget, if you buy a ram and have it shorn, you could 
be in with a chance to win $2000 cash if your new ram is 
judged with the highest commercial value. 

It was only two years ago that we introduced the Farm 
Expo, offering field day-style sites. This Expo has fitted in 
nicely to become a great value-add to the overall event. 
People are taking advantage of a one-stop shop with 
businesses on hand to discuss their rural goods and 
services. I encourage you all to visit these sites while at 

2015 Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show Preview

DNRSA President’s Welcome 2015
Dubbo and show 
support to businesses 
that support our 
industry. 

The Flock Ewe 
competition, designed 
specifically for the 
commercial producer, 
is returning for its 
second year. It is 
pleasing that the major 
sponsors, Jemalong 
Wool and Clipex, will 
again be supporting 
the competition. This 
enables the committee 
to offer excellent 
prizes with cash and 
a drafting module 
available. 

There’s the social 
event of the year with the 
cocktail party where the Rabobank Australian Supreme 
Merino Ram is named. The fleeces are also well worth 
seeing and we’re expecting big things in that section after 
last year’s entries hit a record number just shy of 200. This 
year, people can donate their show fleece to our chosen 
charity, Tractor Trek, which fundraises for Camp Quality, 
the Children’s Family Cancer Charity. 

We also have the next generation battling it out in the 
School Wether Challenge and Merino and Fleece judging 
competitions. We’re giving the next generation a wealth of 
experience and later on they may join our industry. 

I would like to acknowledge our major sponsor Rabobank, 
and all our sponsors, supporters and visitors without 
whom we couldn’t run the event. Dubbo really does tick 
all the boxes. This will be my last year as President with 
my three-year term coming to an end. I look forward to 
seeing you at Dubbo.  

Stuart McBurnie 
President - DNRSA

Stuart McBurnie

Gene c Purity at its best

Unique ~ Undiluted ~ Uniform

Annual Ram Sale Wednesday 14th October 2015

www.egelabra.com

Ph: 02 6847 4808    Email: office@egelabra.com
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2015 Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show Preview

Sheep Show supports Camp Quality Trek
By GABRIELLE JOHNSTON

This year the Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show and 
Sale’s chosen charity is Tractor Trek which raises money 
for Camp Quality.

It comes after the event raised $1255 last year for the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service’s Wool for Wings programme, 
Dubbo branch.

“I would like to thank all those people who donated their 
show fleece entries last year to the RFDS, which was our 
chosen charity,” said Sheep Show and Sale president 
Stuart McBurnie.

This year, people who enter show fleeces are being 
encouraged to consider donating these fleeces to Tractor 
Trek. 

“Of course it is totally up to each individual as to what they 
want to do with their fleeces, but those that can donate 
would be greatly appreciated,” Mr McBurnie said. 

Also this year there will be a ‘spin the prize wheel’ 
fundraiser at the cocktail party with all proceeds going to 
the charity. 

“Tickets will only be a couple of dollars, and I hope people 
will embrace this initiative,” Mr McBurnie said. 

“If anyone has an item which they would like to donate 
towards the prizes it would also be most welcome. 

In Central and Western New South Wales there are 155 
children impacted by cancer, including 19 from the Dubbo 
area. The Tractor Trek was started four years ago by a 
group, consisting mostly of farmers, who wanted to assist 
Camp Quality by raising enough money to support Central 
West families.

Camp Quality Tractor Trek director, Graeme Eggleston, 
said for 12-months it costs $4000 a family to provide that 
support.

“When the Trek first started there were 13 old tractors, 
and this year there will be 30 lining up,” he said. 

Mr Eggleston said he hoped by coming to Dubbo they 
would be able to get the word out about Camp Quality to 
areas west of Dubbo. 

“We’d like an emphasis on some of those western areas,” 
he said.

Camp Quality runs a variety of recreational events for the 
children and for the parents they also conduct hospital 
visits, provide financial support and counselling as well as 
an educational programme in schools. 

“Around Dubbo you’ve got 9 families and 19 children on 
the books,” Mr Eggleston said.

Being the children’s family charity Camp Quality looks 
after all the children in a family. Even though only one child 
might have cancer, his or her siblings do not miss out, and 
are also involved in Camp Quality activities.  

“The area where we’d like to get more families is Bourke/
Cobar because we know there are families out there, and 
they’re just as important as anybody else.

“So if anybody out there knows of a family where there’s 
a child with cancer and they’re not on Camp Quality’s 
books please contact us and let us know.

“It’s up to the family whether they want support, but even 
though they’re isolated there are ways that we can help 
them,” Mr Eggleston said.

Mr Eggleston said he hoped those that can, will support 
the charity at the Sheep Show and Sale. 

“It’s important from the point of view that you never know 
when it’s going to be your turn,” he said.

“People are grateful that they do have healthy children, 
healthy grandchildren, and they really want to get in there 
and help the people that haven’t.

“Cancer has no boundaries and is very, very random in 
the way it picks people out.”

The 2015 Tractor Trek will travel a 300 km round trip from 
Bathurst, Oberon and Lithgow and back to Bathurst. To 
find out more about Tractor Trek 2015, to be held from 18 
to 20 September, visit http://campqualityfundraising.org.
au/event/tractortrek or phone Graeme Eggleston on  
0428 270 447.



11

ABOUT BRIGHTLING PARK POLL STUD

Brightling Park Poll Merino stud is an exciting 
new stud using cutting edge genetics and 

technology to produce a world class Poll Merino.
Our focus is on delivering a highly fertile, early 

maturing, heavy cutting fine Merino that is easy 
care and does not need mulesing.

Genetics have been sourced from some of the 
leading studs in Australia and we are now able 
to offer highly productive, easy care Brightling 

Park Poll Merino breeding ewes and rams.
It is the bottom line that counts . . . 

more wool, more meat and more lambs for  
our clients.

PRINCIPAL  Paul & Jill Blanch 0419 007 002
CLASSER Graham Coddington 0428 638 128

www.brightlingpoll.com.au

ON-PROPERTY SALE
Wednesday 28 October 2015
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We have been using Fabstock 
for about 18 months and have 
seen a marked improvement 
in our stock. It’s got everything 
the animal needs in the correct 
form that they can utilise. I would 
recommend Fabstock to anyone 
who cares for their sheep.

Collyn Garnett
Willemenup Poll Merino Stud

Gnowangerup,WA

Fabstock feed has our 
show team in top condition 
and their wool with bloom 
at all times. We also use the 
Fabstock lick for our young 
rams, to help keep their 
growth rate even throughout 
the year.

Graham Wells
One Oak 

Merino Stud
Jerilderie, NSW

Fabstock stud feed mixes offer a complete feed 
package from when the animal is weaned through 
to sale day. Peter has designed different mixes for 
all different wool types and breeds ranging from a 
superfine merino through to a Poll Dorset.
The weaner mix is a high energy feed designed to 
achieve maximum growth rates. While the animal is 

young the amount of feed required is far less so the 
cost involved are kept to a minimum.

A nourishment mix is used six weeks before shearing to help 
produce a nourished tip. A dry tip cannot be changed into a 
nourished tip a couple of months after shearing it needs to be 
fed and worked on long before the animal is shorn. A general 
wool growing mix is used for the majority of the time, this mix 
keeps the body and wool growing without letting the animal go 
to fat which can hinder wool style and growth as well as fertility.
Rams can be put on a finishing ration four to six weeks prior to 
the sale to add extra bodyweight and finish to your sale rams. 

Peter encourages communication 
during the time your stud sheep are 
on Fabstock to make shore things are 
ticking along nicely and to stop any 
potential problems early should they 
arise.
For the stud breeder who mixes his own 
feed Fabstock can supply you with a 
complete vitamin/Mineral concentrate designed to produce 
maximum results from your mix. Special ingredients you may not 
have access to such as linseed meal can be added to the mix 
on your request. 
Peter is currently working with some of the top preforming 
bloodlines in Eastern Australia including Oakbank, Glendonald, 
Towalba, One Oak, Haddon Rig, Boonoke, Wanganella and 
One Oak Poll, Willandra, Hillcreston, Western Plains Poll, Hinesville, 
Greenland, Karoola Downs, Borambil as well as Mt Ascot and 
Well Gully QLD.

Complete feed package

One Oak 118 “George” Rabobank 
Australian Ram of the Year 2013 

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

STUBBLE MIX
Stubble mix is designed to obtain maximum 
production from low value dry summer 
feed such as cereal crop stubbles and dry 
natural pastures. With the use of methionine, 
Sulphur, Urea and Vitamin D your livestocks 
appetite for dry feed can be stimulated 
and this feed can then be converted into 
higher protein levels.

FEEDLOT MIX
This mix is designed for sheep and cattle 
to obtain maximum body weight gains 
in a feedlot situation. As well as providing 
all essential Vitamins, minerals and trace 
elements Fabstock Feedlot mix also 
contains buffers and Bovatec to help 
control acidosis and promote healthy 
growth levels.

KICK START
This mix is designed to assist in the stimulation 
and development of the immature weaner 
rumen therefore helping in the prevention of 
weaner setbacks. Kick Start contains all the 
necessary Vitamins and minerals needed to 
keep your weaners going forward and aid in 
the build up of the immune system. Dextrose 
and Bovatec aid in the early growth of your 
weaners.

RAMBOOSTER
A special mix designed by Peter Harvey 
to assist stud breeders in obtaining 
maximum body growth while assisting 
in improving nourishment and quality of 
wool in their young rams

LACTATION PASTURE MIX
This mix is for sheep and cattle before 
and after pregnancy. Containing 
higher levels of Calcium, Magnesium 
and Phosphurus. This mix will help in 
the pevention of Grass Tetany and 
Pregnancy Toxaemia. This mix will also 
increase weight gains for livestock 
grazing winter pastures and cereal crops.

STATION MIX
A low budget mix produced for large 
scale graziers wanting to maintain and 
increase production and growth levels in 
large numbers at a reduced cost. Station 
Mix still provides your livestock with most 
of the required minerals without the 
expensive vitamins and trace elements.

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

DRY LICK SUPPLEMENT

Lactation Pasture Mix

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

DRY LICK SUPPLEMENT

Feedlot Mix

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

DRY LICK SUPPLEMENT

Kick Start

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

DRY LICK SUPPLEMENT

Stubble Mix

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

DRY LICK SUPPLEMENT

Rambooster

livestock vitamin / mineral supplement

FABSTOCK

DRY LICK SUPPLEMENT

Super Cycle

SUPER CYCLE
Fabstock Super Cycle is 
designed to help increase 
ovulation in ewes and cows prior 
to natural joining 
as well as Artificial 
Insemination.

Super Cycle is 
recommended to 
be given to ewes/
cows 4 weeks 
before and during 
joining.

IT’S NOT EXPENSIVE!
Feed Fabstock & improve 
your livestock’s health, 
nutrution and growth rates 
from only 3c/head/day with 
sheep and 17.5c/head/day 
with cattle.

NEW

Doug Walker: 0458 782 392
11 Moorong Street, Wagga Wagga NSW  2650

Phone: 1300 654 520
w w w. fabs tock .com .au
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For the fourth time in the competition’s 25 year 
history, Towalba stud, Peak Hill, has won the 
Midstate Elders Premier Merino Hogget Ram 
award.

Eleven rams from the group were put before 
judge, Wal Merriman, chairman of Australian 
Wool Innovation, Merryville stud, Boorowa, 
in the opening event at last year’s Rabobank 
National Merino Sheep Show at Dubbo.

Second placed was a ram from Darriwell, 
Trundle and third, the entry of Langdene, 
Dunedoo.

Towalba’s 22.3-micron strong wool ram had 
dominated the March-shorn section at the Hay 
Sheep Show in June where he finished as  
champion March-shorn ram.

Sired by the 2009 Rabobank National strong wool 
and reserve grand champion ram Towalba 7.23, the 
champion hogget measured 3.4 standard deviation (SD), 
15.2 per cent co-efficient of variation (CV) and a 99.4pc 
comfort factor (CF).

Wal Merriman said the 127 kg ram had great weight and 
body structure.

“He has a big broad back and is growing long staple soft, 
strong wool,” he said.

Midstate’s
25th winner

The second place-getter, from the Trundle-based 
Darriwell stud of Russell Jones and family, was an 18.2-
micron son of Darriwell 9.1, the Sydney and Dubbo strong 
wool champion.

During the previous ten days the 119kg ram had also 
won the hogget championships at both Trundle and 
Condobolin shows. It had further measurements of 2.9-
micron SD, 15.9pc CV and a 99.8 CF.

Third placegetter, from the Cox family’s Langdene stud, 
Dunedoo, was an 18.9-micron son of Langdene 6.138, 
with 2.9 SD, 15.5 CV, 100pc CF and weighed in at 110kg. 

Elders Dubbo Merino specialist Scott Thrift with the judge, Wal Merriman, Merryville stud, 
Boorowa and chairman of Australian Wool Innovation, and the 2014 Elders Midstate 
Premier Merino Hogget ram from Towalba, Peak Hill, held by Warick Kopp; runner-up 
from Darriwell, Trundle, held by Russell Jones; and the third-placed ram from Langdene, 
Dunedoo, held by Ben Simmons. Photo courtesy The Land

ORDER NOW 

Hardback, 314pp 
$45 plus postage

E: stephenburns1953@gmail.com 
T: 02 6922 5367

"What a fascinating read it is; not 
only chronicling the history of one 
man and his stud but being able to 
immerse yourself in the history of our 
Merino story. To imagine a sheep 
show going on for days and days and 
stopping the City. A sheep show that 
had the results and photos of grand 
champion rams and ewes and winning 
Stonehaven Cup teams on the front 
pages of The Sydney Morning Herald 
and Daily Telegraph."

Stuart Hodgson OAM

" ... brilliantly researched". Ian Marwedel
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adding that it was a great honour and privilege and a role 
that excites her.

“I think one of the biggest challenges that the Merino 
industry and the AASMB face today is the decline in 
Merino ewe numbers and a shift of woolgrowers to prime 
lamb production,” Mrs Wallace said.

Endeavours to arrest this trend will be high on the list of 
her priorities. “I believe it is imperative that the AASMB 
promotes the fact that a pure Merino operation can be 
very profitable as they are a dual-purpose sheep.”

Georgina Wallace, co-principal of Trefusis Merino stud, 
Ross, Tasmania, has been elected president of peak 
industry body, the Australian Association of Stud Merino 
Breeders (AASMB).

Mrs Wallace is the first Tasmanian in the 56-year history 
of the AASMB to be elected to this position with her 
unanimous endorsement taking place at the association’s 
annual general meeting in Melbourne during April.

She is now leader of the association that represents the 
six State stud Merino associations and through them 
Australia’s 1000 registered Merino stud breeders. 

Mrs Wallace, who is also current president of the Stud 
Merino Breeders Association of Tasmania (SMBAT), 
having been elected to SMBAT in 2001, described her 
election to the national leadership as the “biggest thrill”, 

New Federal 
leader
A Tasmanian first

Georgina Wallace

MERRIGNEE



15

Mrs Wallace said there are some really good stories to be 
told and the many impressive Merino operations around 
the country need to be highlighted.

She referenced the recent results of the Elmore Field 
Days’ Ewes for the Future Trial, conducted over a 6-year 
period where a White Suffolk was put over a variety of 
ewes, all run together for six lambings, with the fleece 
weights and values being monitored as well as progeny 
and lambing percentages. At the end of the trial, the 
Merino ewe was convincingly on top. 

“I also believe that it is important for all States to work 
together on a united front for a whole range of issues that 
present themselves from time to time and to maintain 
a healthy and relevant AASMB for current and future 
members.”

Earlier this year Mrs Wallace was appointed to the 
2015 WoolPoll panel, the independent panel of 
industry representatives which endorses specific voting 
documentation and poll processes and works closely with 
wool levy payers to encourage them to vote at the coming 
poll.

A member and past-president (2003-2004) of the 
Midlands Agricultural Association which conducts the 
Campbell Town Show, the oldest in the Commonwealth, 
Mrs Wallace has also judged at many Merino shows 
throughout Australia with commitments this year to date 
including the Great Southern Supreme Merino Show in 
Canberra and the Queensland State Sheep Show. 

After family succession planning in 2007, Mrs Wallace 
and her husband, Hamish, sold their property, “Uplands” 
at Deddington and moved to “Trefusis”, the property of 
Georgina’s parents where she had grown up and worked 
until her marriage in 1984. The property is 20 km south 
east of Ross with a long boundary to the Macquarie River. 
It consists of some 7000 hectares of improved, semi-
improved and hilly native run country. The Wallaces run 
a mixed grazing enterprise, currently comprising a self-
replacing flock of 10,000 composite ewes, Trefusis Merino 
stud of 300 ewes, a Hereford herd of 300 cows and a 
small cropping operation under irrigation. The Wallaces 
have three daughters who also help on “Trefusis” from 
time to time.

Current vice-president of the SA Stud Merino 
Sheepbreeders Association, Peter Meyer, Mulloorie studs, 
Brinkworth, South Australia, is the AASMB’s new vice-
president; treasurer is the association’s immediate past-
president, Phil Toland, Toland studs, Violet Town, Victoria; 
and Marion Gibbins was confirmed as the association’s 
CEO. 
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Over 60 spectators travelled around the properties of the 
nine entrants in this year’s 20th Lake Cargelligo Maiden 
Merino Ewe Competition in February, and to celebrate 
their two decades, organisers invited former judges to 
assess the entries. Russell Jones, Darriwell, Trundle, had 
judged the inaugural competition and Kim Henderson, 
Grogansworth, Bowning, returned after 10 years. Both 
stated they were impressed with the standard of ewes 
presented and, according to competition organiser, 
Linda Thomas, “expressed their delight that all exhibitors 
have improved all facets of Merino breeding over the 
years to increase profitability within their flocks”. 

The entry of Peter and Meegan McCarten, “Nargoon”, 
Rankins Springs, received the nod for top place with 
judges describing the flock as “stud quality” and “oozing 
genetics”, saying the sheep possessed attributes that 
made this flock an outstanding example of the breed.

Judges praised the large correct frames covered with 
a rich, heavy cutting, bold medium wool that achieved 
a lambing percentage of 106 per cent – for an autumn 
lambing. They agreed that the exceptional quality would 

match Australia’s top studs and were everything you 
could want in a sheep. 

The McCarten’s flock is Wanganella-blood, with a whole 
flock average wool cut of 8.74 kg/head, yielding 61.4 pc, 
the 20-month-olds having six month’s wool growth. The 
21.1-micron maidens were culled at 30 pc by Narrandera-
based classer, Michael Elmes, who has classed the 
winning flock in this competition for the last six years. 

The McCartens shear their ewes twice in their maiden 
year with one annual shearing for all other ewes to 
concentrate on achieving the best lambing percentages.

A very close second was the Youngara Partnership entry 
of Rosemary, Tim and Renee Rossiter, “Youngara”, 
Ungarie. The flock, of Haddon Rig-blood and classed by 
Andy McLeod, is 20.5-micron, with 117pc lambing, culling 

Lake notches 
up 20 years

Renee (with baby Isla), Tim and Rosemary Rossiter, “Youngara”, 
Ungarie, had the second-placed flock in the 20th Lake Cargelligo Maiden 
Merino Ewe Competition.
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The Lake Cargelligo Maiden Merino Ewe Competition 
is renowned for being a fantastic learning opportunity. 
Each property visited seems to raise a different topic 
of discussion, this year ranging from feeding during 
lambing (trail versus feeders), lambing percentages as a 
management tool, scanning, stock yards and handling 
facilities, shearing twice a year, Lifetime Ewe Management 
programmes, condition scoring at joining time, wool styles 
and many more. 

Mark Grave, AWEX CEO, presented awards to Chloe Fyfe (winner), 
“Caringa”, Lake Cargelligo, and Emma Northey (runner-up), “Innisfail”, 
Kikoira, winners of the Lake Cargelligo’s special 20th anniversary youth 
scholarship.

rate of 32 pc, and the flock average wool cut is 8.46 kg 
yielding 65.28 pc.

The judges commented that the Youngara flock would be 
another of the best commercially orientated mobs across 
Australia, with a very high lambing percentage and a bright, 
bulky medium wool. They said these ewes were also at the 
top end of a Merino production system and comprised an 
outstanding flock.

 In third place was the entry of Betty and Phillip Hall, 
“Trelynne”, Weethalle, with their Avenel-blood ewes 
classed by Colin McCrabb. The youngest flock in the 
competition at 18 months, they were 19.8-micron with a 
whole-flock average wool cut of 8.5 kg at nine months and 
a 62.5 pc yield. The judges observed the ewes, which had 
a 98 pc lambing, were a heavy cutting commercial flock 
of medium wool type, possessing a top quality white, well 
crimped wool on an above average frame. 

With Mark Grave, CEO of the Australian Wool Exchange 
(AWEX) in town for the event he was also on hand to 
surprise Doug Worland with his Gold Stencil acknowledging 
50 years of woolclassing.

Guest speaker for the evening’s presentation, Mr Grave 
gave an overview of AWEX’s activities. He also pointed 
out that there are 220 gold stencil holders on their records 
with 180 still in active participation which he said was “a 
fantastic reflection of the Australian Merino wool industry”.

In further commemoration of the 20th anniversary, 
organisers had also called nominations for a youth 
scholarship with sponsorship from Jemalong Wool and 
Moses & Son. Winner, Chloe Fyfe of “Caringa”, Lake 
Cargelligo, received $750 towards her Certificate 3 in 
Agriculture and 3rd year woolclassing certificate, while 
runner-up, Emma Northey of “Innisfail”, Kikoira, was 
awarded $500 towards her 1st year woolclassing certificate. 

Tara Park Merino Stud
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Hollow Mount Pastoral Company, located at Bigga, owned 
by Ken and Freya Wolf and managed by David Zouch, 
is fast becoming a leader in Merino genetics, running a 
well-planned commercial breeding livestock enterprise 
producing the best Merino flock they believe they can on 
their 1200-hectare property.

Sheep from the 2600-head Merino ewe flock have been 
regularly popping up on the radar at commercial ewe 
fixtures, particularly over the past two years.

In August last year, sheep from the operation took out 
the fine short wool section of the inaugural Commercial 
Ewe Competition at the Rabobank National Merino Sheep 
Show in Dubbo. The following week, the same ewes won 
the Commercial Maiden Merino Ewe Competition at the 
South West Slopes Merino Field Day at Galong, ahead of 
19 other commercial teams. Consolidating this win, they 
also won the Schute Bell Bill Carter Memorial Trophy for 
spectators’ choice. 

In January the “Hollow Mount” entry won not only the long 
wool section of the 2015 ANZ Agribusiness Crookwell 
Flock Ewe Competition but was also the overall champion 
flock ahead of 20 other competitors, replicating a similar 
victory in 2013. 

Mr Zouch, who was given the reins of setting the genetic 
direction of the “Hollow Mount” flock in 2001, says he 
greatly appreciates and enjoys the responsibility and that 
he is always looking ahead at the flock’s direction.

“Hollow Mount” 
genetics impress

In 2008 he introduced Langdene genetics and in 2013 
also arranged the purchase of 180 four-and-a-half year 
old stud ewes from the stud.

That same year, Hollow Mount became the major 
shareholder in a syndicate of seven that purchased 
leading industry sire, the $26,000 One Oak No 2 stud 
Bl 11-104 (by Roseville Park impact sire 09-0014), 
the record price for an on-property ram purchase that 
calendar year. 

“Buying as part of a syndicate allows access to 
an outstanding industry sire at an affordable price 
with potentially unlimited use of genetics through AI 
programmes,” Mr Zouch said. 

“The purchase has proved to be a sound decision with 
One Oak 11-104 breeding outstanding progeny for a 
number of studs as evidenced by the results of some 
recent (2014) on-property sales.”

Mr Zouch, who concentrates on breeding four families of 
ewes, used One Oak 11-104 to artificially inseminate 100 
Langdene-blood ewes and last year purchased four top 
rams from the Langdene on-property sale. Additional ram 
purchases of One Oak 11-104 progeny have also been 
made from Yarrawonga stud and from the final One Oak 
on-property sale last year. 

Since the introduction of the Langdene rams, Mr Zouch has 
lifted the flock’s fibre diameter from 17-micron to 18 and 
the fleece weights from 4.4 kilograms to a 6.3 kg average 
across the flock. He is prepared to keep increasing the fibre 
diameter to 19-micron in conjunction with an increase in 
fleece weight which he said was necessary in the current 
climate of increased production costs.

Michelle Humphries of Livestock Breeding Services, who 
conducts two summer AI programmes each year said a 
major proportion of the ewes are inseminated with fresh 
semen collected on the day of AI from the leading sires 
which “Hollow Mount” has purchased.

“Introducing superior genetics into the Langdene-blood flock 
through AI programmes has given the Hollow Mount flock a 
marked increase in productivity which has been substantiated 
by success in flock ewe competitions,” she said.

Source: The Land newspaper

Ken Wolf, “Hollow Mount”, 
Bigga, with manager and 
classer, David Zouch and 
Langdene stud principal, Garry 
Cox, Dunedoo, and Mr Wolf’s 
winning pen in the Commercial 
Maiden Merino Ewe Competition 
at the 2014 South West Slopes 
Merino Field Days.

Photo courtesy The Land
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PROVEN PRODUCT IV I TY & PROF ITAB I L I TY IN THE PADDOCK

200 Poll Merino & Merino Rams
Friday 16th October 2015

On Property

‘Ravenswood’ Boambolo Rd Yass NSW

Offering specially

selected rams at:

Bendigo
Hamilton Sheepvention
GSSM 2016

Stud displays at:

Bendigo
Hamilton Sheepvention
Bathurst Ram Expo
SWS Field Day
Henty Field Days

www.bogomerinos.com.au

Inspections invited and welcome at any time

Mal Peake 0408 426 103

info@bogomerinos.com.au
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The results are in for the six-year Elmore Field Days’ Ewes 
for the Future trial, and Merinos have performed well at 
the northern Victoria site compared to the first-cross and 
composite types. 

At the recent presentation of the results, Kieran Ransom, 
formerly of DPI Bendigo, said in this Elmore trial all 210 
ewes - including 42 of each Border Leicester Merino (BLM) 
cross, Loddon Valley Merino, Centre Plus Merino, Dohne 
and Prime South African Meat Merino (SAMM) - were 
joined to White Suffolk rams and were run together, except 
at lambing, for six lambing cycles.

The sheep committee chairman, Ged McCormick, said 
these types were chosen because they were all used in 
commercial operations within 20 km of the Elmore trial site. 

Ewes representing each breed were sourced from three 
properties to reduce the impact of genetic variability 
between flocks within a breed on the trial. 

Mr Ransom said comparing the profitability of terminal sires 
joined to alternative ewe breeds was complex, and was 
made all the more difficult by climate and price (including 
for wool, sheepmeat and supplementary grain) variability 
experienced in the last decade or more. 

Mr Ransom said a strength of this trial was that the average 
returns - from both lamb and wool - were adjusted for 
lambing percentage. 

Merinos top 
Elmore ewe trial

“Lambing percentage is the biggest driver of profit in a 
sheep enterprise,” he said. 

The BLM (the most common prime lamb mother in 
northern Victoria) and SAMM ewes both had 132 per 
cent lambs marked on average over five adult lambings, 
compared to the Centre Plus Merino with 116 pc and 
Loddon Valley Merino and Dohne, both at 96 pc. 

As expected, these two meat-focused types were also 
heavier at joining and had heavier lambs before sale, with 
SAMM lambs recording an average weight of 48.5 kg and 
BLM 47.7 kg, compared to Centre Plus Merino at 46.1 kg, 
Dohne 46.3 kg and Loddon Valley Merino 44.3 kg. 

Elmore Field Days committee member, Max Williams, Drumartin; 
chairman, Ged McCormick; and centre employee Adam Failla, who looks 
after the sheep.
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Ewes for the future
Aim: To determine the merits of alternative sheep 
breeds for prime lamb production.

Trial Outline: The Elmore Field Days trial, Ewes for 
the Future - Lambs, Wool and Profit trial began 
in January 2009 and concluded in March 2015. 
The trial’s aim was to compare the merits of five 
alternative sheep types. The results will assist 
sheep producers to determine the merits of a 
number of ewe breed alternatives for prime lamb 
production. The main characters of interest are 
lambing percentages, lamb growth rates and wool 
production. The full report is available on the Elmore 
Field Days website.

For further information regarding the trial contact, 
Ged McCormick, chairman Sheep Committee,  
ph 0418 505 345. 

However, these ewe-lamb units also had significantly 
higher feed needs, which Mr Ransom said exposed them 
to more risk in poor climatic conditions. 

“When looking at profitability, you have to look at 
fluctuations in costs and incomes, not just averages,” Mr 
Ransom said. 

“I looked at 28 years of data, and in the last 14 years, 
prime lamb enterprises had poorer return per hectare 
because of climate variability, and when droughts hit, 
you have to buy in supplementary feed and grain price 
skyrockets with increased demand, and drought-affected 
young lambs are sold at low weights and drought prices.” 

Sheep types that have been bred for wool quantity and 
quality can provide a more consistent income stream 
even through climate peaks and troughs. 

In the trial, Loddon Valley Merinos’ wool clip made an 
average of $52.96 during the five years as adult ewes, 
and Centre Plus Merinos made $49.67, which gave them 
a buffer in poor weather conditions compared to Dohnes 
making $38.70, SAMMs $23.17 and BLMs $19.94. 

“You’ve got to look at what breed combinations can get 
you through a drought,” Mr Ransom said. 

“In a good season, not much difference between 
Merinos and first-crosses, but in poorer seasons when 
supplementary feed is needed, there could be a huge 
difference, maybe up to $100 a hectare because Merinos 
require less feed and have wool incomes.” 

Other interesting findings include post mortems on dead 
lambs found the different breed groups had similar 
results, of about 35 pc to a difficult birth, 30 pc due to 
being born too small, 30 pc due to mismothering, and 
only about 2 pc were killed by foxes. 

Mr Ransom also said that well-run sheep farming systems 
could in many cases be more profitable than cropping, 
and for cropping to beat these northern Victorian sheep 
operations that had animals grazing on annual lucerne 
pastures and residues over summer, cropping needed 
“super soils” and to achieve 80 pc water-use efficiency. 

The trial is run by the Elmore Field Days in co-operation 
with the Campaspe Lamb Producers Group; data was 
collected by Mr Ransom and statistical analysis was 
conducted at the University of Adelaide with financial 
support from Australian Wool Innovation. 

Acknowledgement:
Article reproduced with permission, Stock & Land (20 April 2015)

YARRAWONGA
MERINO & POLL MERINO 

Contact: Steve Phillips - Mob: 0427 863 128, Ph: 02 6386 3128 
Ben Patrick - Mob: 0428 984 699 
yarrawongamerino@bigpond.com

On-Property
Ram Sale 

Monday 14th September 

2015

170 Rams 

‘Cunningham Plains’ Harden
2014 On-property sale - Top-priced Poll Merino, $9000 and 

Top-priced Merino, $11,500  

Consistent wether trial performers in their natural environment 
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WORLD MERINO INSIGHT
ADELAIDE 2016

A new and exciting global sheep industry event

to be held September 2016

Designed to run every four years in a biennial rotation with the World Merino Conference, this first World

Merino Insight will be a practically oriented six day event with the focus being on information exchange and

networking with delegates from Australia and across the globe. Hosted by ‘Merino South Australia’ the program

will entail:

Staged across multiple venues, the event’s diversity of activity will make for a memorable experience for

delegates. The program weaves together plenty of first hand exposure to the sheep industry through the

multi vendor sales, sheep exhibits, and Royal Adelaide Show competitions, but furthermore there will be

economic and scientific insight gleaned from the Global Merino Unity conference day.

Further information: Visit http://www.aomevents.com/WMI2016

Sunday 4th September 2016: Welcome

Delegates arrive. Met at Hilton Hotel by conference

representative. Welcome drinks social function.

Monday 5th September 2016: Murray Bridge

Attend the World Merino Insight Innovation Day

held at the Murray Bridge Racecourse incl, Trade

Display, Merino Display, and Classings Classic Sale.

Optional Evening Cocktail Function in Adelaide.

Tuesday 6th September 2016: Conference

Main conference day (‘Global Merino Unity’) and

Conference Dinner.

A Partners’ Tour around Adelaide and the Adelaide

Hills will be offered to those not attending the

Global Merino Unity.

Wednesday 7th September 2016: Adelaide Show

Attend Royal Adelaide Show and view industry

competitions and the schools’ Merino wether

competition. Small group ‘behind the scenes’ tour

with local guides.

Delegates may attend the evening Rabobank drinks

function and TAFE students’ fashion parade in Stud

Sheep Pavilion, Adelaide Showground.

Thursday 8th September 2016: Adelaide Show

Delegates may attend Royal Adelaide Show at their

discretion.

Social Day option for delegates to the Adelaide Hills

or Barossa wine regions, including farm visit.

Friday 9th September 2016: Ram Sale + Goodbye

SA Stud Merino and Poll Merino Ram Sale with

formal acknowledgement of delegates at sale

preamble.

Farewell social function after the sale.
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Awards aplenty, 55 stud displays and around 1000 visitors 
highlighted the strength of Merino breeding and reflected 
its undiminished interest in the south western, central 
and southern areas of the State at last year’s South West 
Slopes (SWS) Merino Breeders Annual Field Day.  

Held in its traditional slot of the first Thursday of 
September and once again at St Clements Retreat, 
Galong, the 2014 field day featured the 55 Merino stud 
displays under cover. These comprised 21 SWS member 
studs and 34 guest studs, including a number with both 
horn and Poll studs. Organisers are in the fortunate 
position of having a waiting list for positions in the future. 

Wool fashion and product displays, sheep handling 
equipment and farm machinery and a sheep dog display 
also greeted the visitor. Garments in the popular fashion 
parade were sourced from a variety of regional outlets, 
including Bush Beautique, Young: Woolerina, Forbes: 
The Loft, Young: and Lady Kate, Boorowa

S W Slopes draws huge crowd
Judges, Chris Clonan, Alfoxton, Armidale and Mark 
Pendergast, Cottage Park, Cooma, selected a ram from 
Boorowa’s Tara Park Merino stud for the title of South 
West Slopes 2014 Merino Ram of the Year ahead of 
the entry from Steve and Liz Phillips, Yarrawonga stud, 
Harden.

Tara Park’s two-tooth 17.8-micron winner is a son of Tara 
Park King, the ram that won the same award in 2012.

Mr Clonan said the Tara Park exhibit was a young ram 
with outstanding conformation and bright gutsy wool of 
deep definition and softness. 

Garry Cox, Langdene, Dunedoo, exhibited the NSW 
State Champion All Purpose Merino Ram Lamb with 
a 19-micron AI son of Langdene 086138. The winning 
ram, LD13-1615, weighed 112 kg and had eye muscle 
depth of 38 
millimetres and fat 
cover of 6 mm. 

In the Wendouree 
Shield for the 
best pen of three 
Merino hogget 
rams from a 
member stud, 
Yarrawonga stud 
shone through, the 
team having an 
average micron 
of 19. For March-
shorn sheep, pens 
are appraised 
for evenness 
of quality and 
confirmation and 
as typical of the 
sheep bred in the 
South West Slopes 
region.

The Commercial Maiden Merino Ewe 
Competition, judged by Nic Clancy, Gunning, 
and Alison Rosewarne, Woodstock, was hotly 
contested by the maximum 20 teams of ten 
ewes. Wool testing was undertaken by Riverina 
Wool Testers, Wagga Wagga and muscle 
scanning by Trevor Pearce Scanning Services, 
Young.

Ken Wolf, “Hollow Mount”, Bigga, not only won 
the overall award but also the Schute Bell Bill 
Carter Memorial trophy for spectators’ choice. 

Ewes are side sampled, body weighed and 
muscle scanned in addition to facing visual 
assessment. Giving further opportunity to 
benchmark their flock, entrants receive a 
detailed report showing results for all teams. 

The 2015 South West Slopes Merino Breeders 
Annual Field Day will be held on Thursday 
3 September at St Clements Retreat, 352 
Kalangan Road, Galong.

Further information: Kylie Baulch, secretary, ph 
0458 126 578, swsmerinobreeders@gmail.com 
 or John Roxburgh, president, ph 0448 731 759.

Pictured with Tara Park’s South West Slopes Ram of the Year are Trent Fordham, Riverina 
Wool Testers, Wagga Wagga: Mark Leibech, Bromar Engineering, Grenfell: Guy Evans, 
Tara Park, Boorowa: judge Chris Clonan, Alfoxton, Armidale: Paul Cocking, Riverina Wool 
Testers: judge Mark Pendergast, Cottage Park, Cooma: and Michael Peden, Bullamalita, 
Goulburn, holding the ram.

Peter Englert, Ben Patrick and Steve Phillips, Yarrawonga, Harden, with the 
stud’s three Merino hogget rams which took out the Wendouree Shield.

Garry Cox, Langdene, Dunedoo, shows his 
SWS All Purpose Ram of the Year.

Photos courtesy The Land
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Sydney Sheep 
Show 2015
West Plains and Nerstane 
share limelight

On winning their first supreme exhibit award at a Sydney 
Sheep Show at the Sydney Royal, Drew and Laura 
Chapman, West Plains, Delegate, were equally thrilled for 
Drew’s mother, Marie Chapman, who was also on hand 
to share the excitement. 

“Mum has been a driving force in our family and in the 
stud,” Drew said.

More details of West Plains Mercenary the 145.5 kg 
medium/strong wool supreme exhibit and overall winner 
of the objective measurement classes are contained in 
the cover story on page 3 of this publication. 

In a year when the launch of a book on the life of Mr Tom 
Culley, was a feature of the Merino social calendar at the 
Sydney Royal, the supreme exhibit award had additional 
meaning for Drew Chapman. His horned stud, Hinesville, 
formerly based at Deniliquin, is a Wonga daughter stud 
and Drew recalled an occasion when his parents were 
collecting their Wonga rams from Mr Culley who, learning 
that it was Drew’s fourth birthday, presented him with his 
first stud ram.  

Standing alongside the supreme Merino ram in the final 
stages of supreme exhibit judging was the supreme 
Merino ewe from Nerstane, Woolbrook. For John, Hamish 
and Jock McLaren, this year’s show was an outstanding 
triumph bringing other most sought-after awards their 
way.

It was the fifth time since the introduction of the best/
supreme Merino ewe award in 1998 that they have 
secured this title and in 2005 that ewe went on to be the 
show’s supreme Merino. 

As was the case this year, that ewe was also a 2-tooth 
and winner of the Tom Culley award for best junior Merino 
exhibit. Nerstane has now secured the Tom Culley award 
on four occasions, 1998, 2005 and 2008, and each time 
with a March-shorn ewe.

Nerstane also made a clean sweep of the Merino Pairs 
competitions at this year’s show, winning both the August-
shorn and March-shorn titles; only the second stud to 
achieve this twin result. To ice the cake, they went on to 
win the Stonehaven Cup for a group of three rams and 
two ewes.

The Nerstane supreme Merino ewe and supreme junior, 
whose awards on the way to the top included grand 
champion medium wool ewe, was sired by Langdene 
75 which was itself by Nerstane 4636. Carrying an 18.2-
micron fleece, the supreme ewe was half of the stud’s 
RAS March-shorn Merino pair.

The 17.9-micron ram of the pair was sired by the 2009 
Australian supreme Merino, Langdene 07-4073. 

When sashed as junior champion, spokesperson for the 
judges, Rohan Sprigg, East Strathglen, Tambellup, WA, 
said the ewe was “magnificent, upstanding and well 
balanced”.

“(She) can’t be criticised in any area”, he said. 

Of the ten March pair contenders, fellow judge, Colin Seis, 
Winona, Gulgong, said the standard was very good and 
took a lot of sorting, but that the finish on the Nerstane pair 
put it just ahead of the pairs from Merryville and Tara Park. 

Nerstane’s August-shorn NSW National Merino pair was 
a full embryo transfer brother and sister by Nerstane 
121, while their dam was a full sister to Nerstane’s 2008 
Sydney supreme ewe. 

The 19-micron ram and 17.2-micron ewe were in an 
impressive line-up of 22 pairs at the commencement of 
judging to find the NSW representative for the national 
title in Bendigo in July. Others that joined Nerstane in the 
final six were Alfoxton, Towalba, and with two teams each, 
Coddington Uardry Poll and Langdene.

Nerstane’s Stonehaven Cup-winning team comprised 
mostly fine/medium sheep with the lead ram, which was 
also reserve champion March-shorn, having been sold 
to a daughter stud, Coryule, Skipton, Victoria, for the 
$30,000 equal top-price Merino ram sale in NSW last 
year. 

RAS treasurer and sheep and wool committee member, Robyn Clubb, sashes 
Nerstane’s supreme Merino ewe of the 2015 Sydney Royal, which was also 
supreme junior exhibit, held by Hamish McLaren. Photo courtesy The Land
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Spokesperson for the judges, Allan Phillips, Glen Stuart, 
Deddington, Tas., said that all five teams were very good, 
but the Nerstane team was particularly outstanding and 
judges were unanimous in their selection, particularly 
commenting on the length of staple and quality of the wool 

On judging the Bruce Merriman August-shorn group, 
recently retired Merino stud breeder, Graham Wells, 
now of “Tumblegum”, Smoko, Victoria, commented 
that “judging is much more difficult than showing”, as 
he and fellow judges decided in favour of the team from 
the Cox family’s Langdene stud, Dunedoo, who had 
previously won this title in 2012. 

“Langdene got the nod for evenness of wool type: also 
the back ends were very good,” said Mr Wells. 

Grand champion Poll Merino ewe of this year’s show 
was exhibited by John, Jenny, Greg and Nikki Alcock, 
Greenland Poll stud, Bungarby.

Poll judges, Geoff Davidson, Moorundie Poll, Keith, SA, 
and Bruce Dunbabin, Mayfield, Little Swanport, Tas., 
commended the 18.8-micron ewe for its consistency of 
wool type and even coverage.

With 20 broad ribbons by show’s end, Graham and 
Susan, Coddington Uardry Poll stud, Yeoval, not 
surprisingly won the most successful exhibitor award in 
August-shorn Poll Merinos. This success was capped by 
the Otway Falkiner Cup for a group of five Poll Merinos.

Other most successful exhibitors were Langdene, 
Dunedoo in August-shorn classes, Darriwell, Trundle 
in medium and strong wool classes, and Merryville, 
Boorowa, took the remaining three such awards, the 
open superfine and fine wool award, and both Merino 
and Poll Merino awards in March-shorn classes. 

Greg Alcock, Greenland Poll, Bungarby, with his grand champion 
Poll Merino ewe of the show, when it was sashed grand champion 
fine wool Poll ewe by judge, Bruce Dunbabin, Mayfield stud, Little 
Swanport, Tasmania. Photo courtesy The Land

Semen is available from our 
leading sires throughout the 

year. For further information or 
photos visit nerstane.com.au

Nerstane Merino Stud    nerstane.com.au    John 0429 775 922    Hamish 0429 772 778    Jock 0429 775 891

Nerstane Merino Stud
Woolbrook NSW 

and Poll Merino sires throughout and Poll Merino sires throughoutand Poll Merino sires throughoutSemen is available from our leading Merino g
othe year. For further information or phootos visit nerstane.com.au

Winning Stonehaven Cup team – Sydney 2015Winning Stonehaven Cup team Sydney 2015

Nerstane Merino Stud
Woolbrook NSW 
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Contact a caring wool marketer 

Nicholas Drive,  Moama   NSW   2731 
Ph: 03 5482 2965   Mobile Office: 0417 599 686 
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Gai and Max Rayner, Grathlyn, Hargraves, with the 
show’s grand champion Merino fleece which was 
exhibited by Arthur Blewitt, “Briarlea”, Williamsdale, 
from the Grathlyn ram which Mr Blewitt purchased 
for $2000 at this year’s Armidale Ram Sale. 

Photo courtesy The Land

The Nerstane August-
shorn Merino pair which 
will represent NSW in the 
National Pairs Competition 
at the Australian Sheep 
and Wool Show in Bendigo 
in July, is sashed by NSW 
SMBA president, James 
Derrick, and held by Hamish 
and Jock McLaren

Merryville’s 
grand champion 
fine/medium wool 
ram is held by 
Jock Merriman, 
Merryville, 
Boorowa, as it is 
sashed by John 
Gray, Schute Bell 
Badgery Lumby, 
Yennora.
Photo courtesy The Land

The Otway Falkiner Cup team of Graham and Susan Coddington’s Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval, held by Tessa Coddington, Roseville Park, Dubbo, with 
Susan Coddington, and then Millie, Savannah and Matthew Coddington, all of Roseville Park, Dubbo, and Graham Coddington.  Wayne Jenkins photo

Sheep show steward, Brett Lees, “Leeville”, Gunning, 
sashes the grand champion fine wool Merino ram, a 17.4-
micron 6-tooth, exhibited by Wally Merriman, Merryville, 
Boorowa.  Photo courtesy The Land
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MOST SUCCESSFUL EXHIBITORS
MERINO
Open Superfine and Fine Wool Classes
 Merryville, Boorowa

August Shorn Classes
 Langdene, Dunedoo

March Shorn Classes 
 Merryville, Boorowa *

POLL MERINO
August Shorn Classes
 Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval

March Shorn Classes
 Merryville Poll, Boorowa

MERINO & POLL MERINO
Medium & Strong Wool Classes
 Darriwell, Trundle *

FLEECE SHOW – SYDNEY 2015
Grand champion fleece 
 A Blewitt, “Briarlea”, Williamsdale
Reserve Grand Champion
 Demondrille, Harden
Most Successful Exhibitor
 Maister’s Swamp, Kentucky ***
Brian Devereux Prize Superfine superlative 
quality
 Pomanara, Sally’s Flat
Champion housed ewe or wether fleece
 Shalimar Park, Walcha
Champion housed ram fleece 
 A Blewitt, “Briarlea”, Williamsdale
Champion topmakers type ram fleece
 Dunumbral, Gurley *
Champion topmakers ewe or wether 
 Maister’s Swamp, Kentucky
Highest Score topmakers type – Western 
Division
 Dunumbral, Gurley **
Best 3 topmakers type fleeces
 “Leawarra”, Guyra
Champion spinners type ram
 Maister’s Swamp, Kentucky 
Champion spinners type ewe or wether
 “Leawarra”, Guyra 

RAS/ASC Merino Sheep State Judging 
Competition Final 
1 Sophie Watson, Kentucky
2 Angus Dawson, Armidale
3 Peter Brooker, Warren 

RAS/ASC Merino Fleece State Judging 
Competition Final 
1 Angus Dawson, Armidale
2 Sarah Nesbitt, Cooma
3 Courtney Boyd, Narrabri

RAS Handlers Competition  
Sophie Watson, Maister’s Swamp, Kentucky

* = winner of same award in previous year

For full results, see  
www.merinonsw.com.au 

Sydney Sheep Show 2015
Supreme Merino Exhibit 
 West Plains, Delegate

Supreme Merino Ram 
 West Plains, Delegate

Supreme Merino Ewe 
 Nerstane, Woolbrook

The Tom Culley Award
Best Junior Merino Exhibit 
 Nerstane, Woolbrook

The Stonehaven Cup - Best Exhibit of five 
March Shorn Merino or Poll Sheep
 Nerstane, Woolbrook
 Merryville, Boorowa
 Tara Park, Boorowa

The Bruce Merriman Memorial Prize
Five August Shorn Merino or Poll Sheep
 Langdene, Dunedoo
 Darriwell, Trundle *
 Roseville Park, Dubbo

The Otway Falkiner Cup
Best Exhibit of 5 Poll Merino Sheep
 Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval
 Orrie Cowie Poll, Warooka, SA
 Alfoxton Poll, Armidale *

NSW State Finalist 2015
National Merino Pair of the Year 
 Nerstane, Woolbrook

March Shorn Pair
 Nerstane, Woolbrook

Objective Measurement Class
Ram, no more than 4 or less than 2tth
 Darriwell, Trundle

Objective Measurement Class
Ram 6tth and over
 West Plains, Delegate

Highest Scoring ram
 West Plains, Delegate (Supreme Merino)

Objective Measurement Class
Ewe, no more than 4 or less than 2tth
 Grassy Creek, Reids Flat *

Objective Measurement Class
Ewe 6tth and over
 Grassy Creek, Reids Flat

Highest Scoring ewe
 Grassy Creek, Reids Flat

MERINO GRAND CHAMPIONS
Grand Champion Ultrafine Wool Ram
 Grathlyn, Hargraves
Reserve Grand Champion
 Shalimar Park, Walcha
Grand Champion Ultrafine Wool Ewe
 Conrayn, Berridale *
Reserve Grand Champion
 Shalimar Park, Walcha
Grand Champion Superfine Wool Ram
 Merryville, Boorowa
Reserve Grand Champion
 Grassy Creek, Reids Flat
Grand Champion Superfine Wool Ewe
 Grassy Creek, Reids Flat
Reserve Grand Champion
 Shalimar Park, Walcha

Grand Champion Fine Wool Ram
 Merryville, Boorowa 
Reserve Grand Champion
 Merryville, Boorowa
Grand Champion Fine Wool Ewe
 Shalimar Park, Walcha
Reserve Grand Champion
 Alfoxton Armidale
Grand Champion Fine Medium Ram
 Merryville, Boorowa *
Reserve Grand Champion
 Langdene, Dunedoo
Grand Champion Fine Medium Ewe
 Langdene, Dunedoo
Reserve Grand Champion
 Roseville Park, Dubbo
Grand Champion Medium Wool Ram
 Darriwell, Trundle
Reserve Grand Champion
 Hinesville, Delegate
Grand Champion Medium Wool Ewe
 Nerstane, Woolbrook (Supreme Ewe)
Reserve Grand Champion
 Merryville, Boorowa
Grand Champion Strong Wool Ram
 Towalba, Peak Hill
Reserve Grand Champion
 Tara Park, Boorowa
Grand Champion Strong Wool Ewe
 Alfoxton, Armidale
Reserve Grand Champion
 Greenland, Bungarby

POLL MERINO GRAND CHAMPIONS
Grand Champion Poll Merino Ram
 West Plains, Delegate
Grand Champion Poll Merino Ewe
 Greenland Poll, Bungarby
Grand Champion Superfine Wool Ram
 Merryville Poll, Boorowa 
Reserve Grand Champion
 Lynford, Hargraves
Grand Champion Superfine Wool Ewe
 Greenland Poll, Bungarby 
Reserve Grand Champion
 Lynford, Hargraves *
Grand Champion Fine Wool Ram
 Pemcaw Poll, Dunedoo
Reserve Grand Champion
 Alfoxton Poll, Armidale
Grand Champion Fine Wool Ewe
 Greenland Poll, Bungarby
Reserve Grand Champion
 Alfoxton Poll, Armidale
Grand Champion Fine Medium Wool Ram
 Darriwell Poll, Trundle
Reserve Grand Champion
 Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval
Grand Champion Fine Medium Wool Ewe
 Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval
Reserve Grand Champion
 Nerstane Poll, Woolbrook
Grand Champion Medium Strong Wool Ram
 West Plains, Delegate (Supreme Merino)
Reserve Grand Champion
 Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval
Grand Champion Medium Strong Wool Ewe
 Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval
Reserve Grand Champion
 Orrie Cowie Poll, Warooka, SA
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Pictured with Nerstane’s March-shorn pair, winners of the RAS prize are chairman of 
the RAS sheep and wool committee, Tim Slack-Smith presenting the sash to John 
McLaren (back) with Hamish and Jock McLaren in front.

Ultrafine judge, Allan Phillips, this time with the grand 
champion ultrafine Merino ewe, being sashed by John 
Alcock, Greenland, Bungarby, held and exhibited by Peter 
Lette, Conrayn, Berridale. Photo courtesy The Land

The show’s grand 
champion fine wool Poll 
ram, from Pemcaw Poll, 
Dunedoo, is held by 
Henry Armstrong, as it is 
sashed by Jennifer Jones, 
Darriwell, Trundle. Judge, 
Bruce Dunbabin, said that 
although it was up against 
the long wools, the junior 
champion August-shorn 
Poll exhibit’s “brilliant style 
and push of wool” were 
hard to beat. The ram’s sire 
topped the 2012 Rabobank 
National in Dubbo, when it 
sold for $44,000.

Graham Coddington, Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval, holds 
his grand champion fine/medium Poll ewe as it is sashed by 
Colleen Cox, Langdene, Dunedoo.  Photo courtesy The Land

25 years ago: In 1990, 
the Estate of A A Privett, 
Glenleigh stud, Yass, joined 
the ranks of winners of the 
prestigious Stonehaven 
Cup. Holding the lead ram 
is present day principal, 
Graham Privett, while his 
parents, Leo and Hazel 
Privett are at the extreme 
right. Other handlers are 
Peter Frost, and Leo’s 
brothers, Albert and Percy
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Sophie Watson, 
Maister’s Swamp, 
Kentucky, holds the 
grand champion 
strong wool ewe 
from Chris and Cindy 
Clonan’s Alfoxton 
stud, Armidale, while 
sheep steward, Jo 
Newton, Armidale, 
presents the sash.

Photo courtesy The Land

Garry Cox, 
Langdene, 
Dunedoo, 
with his grand 
champion 
fine/medium 
wool ewe, as 
it is sashed 
by Annalise 
Merriman, 
Merrignee, 
Boorowa. 

Garry Kopp, Towalba, Peak Hill, with his grand champion strong wool ram 
being sashed by Allison van Eyk, Shalimar Park, Walcha.  

Photo courtesy The Land

Judge, Colin Seis, Winona, 
Gulgong, sashes the 
17.1-micron, six-tooth, 
he selected as grand 
champion fine wool ewe, 
held and exhibited by 
Allison van Eyk, Shalimar 
Park, Walcha. 

Photo courtesy The Land

Graham Coddington, Coddington Uardry Poll, Yeoval, with 
his grand champion medium/strong Poll Merino ewe, as it is 
sashed by John Gray, Yennora. Photo courtesy The Land

The grand champion fine/medium wool Poll ram from Darriwell, 
Trundle, is sashed by Pip Merriman, Merrignee, Boorowa, and held by 
Hugh Jones of Darriwell stud.  Photo courtesy The Land
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50 years ago: In 1965 the Sydney Sheep show was 
controversially moved to 3 to 6 March, “for the first time at 
the start of autumn instead of in the middle of winter”, as an 
increasing number of breeders were adopting a spring lambing 
programme. In 1966 on a majority vote, it reverted to June. 

There were 15 teams entered in the Stonehaven Cup and the 
unanimous decision of judges, Claude Bowhay, Buckinbah, 
St George, Qld, Tom Ashby, Bundaleer, Gulnare, SA, and R G 
(Bob) Walker, Pleasant Park, Goroke, Victoria, was to present the 
award to the NSW Pastoral Co, Raby stud, Warren.

Runner-up was Uardry, Egelabra, third, another Raby team 
in fourth place and Hazeldean, fifth. “All these studs are keen 
supporters of the flock testing system, using measurement to 
assist them in their sheep breeding programme,” reported The 
Pastoral Review and Graziers’ Record (March 1963).

The Raby team is held by Norman Volk, stud manager: Garry 
Pike, stud groom: John Henry, jackeroo: Peter Clark and Tom 
Williams. The team included the grand champion strong wool 
ram and reserve champion extra strong wool ram.
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Success at Sydney Royal 

 
 

Grand Champion Poll Ewe of Show 
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Champion March Shorn Poll Ewe 
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75 years ago: H E Kater, Egelabra, Warren, showed both the 
grand champion ram and the Stonehaven Cup team at the 
1940 Sydney Sheep Show, the latter trophy being awarded to 
Egelabra for the third consecutive year. On 20 August that year, 
the Sydney Morning Herald reported that the team of strong 
wool Merinos had been shorn, cutting “24½lb, 23½lb, 31lb, 
36lb and 32½lb respectively”.

Merryville’s grand 
champion superfine Poll 
ram is sashed by Robyn 
Cartwright, Kirob stud 
and Southern Tablelands 
Fibre Testing, Laggan, 
and held by Angus 
Merriman, Merryville, 
Boorowa.

Geoff, Robyn and James Rayner, Pomanara, Sally’s Flat, 
won the Brian Devereux Memorial Prize for a skirted 
superfine or finer fleece, showing “in the judges’ opinion 
superlative quality, softness of handling and spinning 
ability”, with this 14.7-micron ewe fleece.

Michael Corkhill, 
Grassy Creek, Reids 
Flat, with his grand 
champion superfine 
wool ewe.

For the first time, a ‘live’ wool sale was held at 
the Sydney Royal. Over two days, Sydney Wool 
S40 was met by enthusiasm from woolgrowers, 
brokers and buyers, all eager to showcase the 
industry.
The RAS of NSW pulled out all stops to construct 
a temporary sale room which could support the 
necessary infrastructure. The success of the 
sale has drawn public attention to the actual 

sale process, a sometimes forgotten part of the 
wool cycle between sheep shearing and the 
final woollen items they purchase, and an RAS 
spokesperson said they will endeavour to make 
this an annual event. 
Over 14,200 bales were offered and the looming 
one-week Easter recess spurred on a positive 
price lift with the AWEX EMI closing at 1106 cents 
a kilogram, its highest in 14 months.

Wool sale’s Royal success

Wool buyers seen at the conclusion of the Sydney S40 wool sale held in a temporary sale room in the Cox Pavilion at the Sydney Royal. A large 
crowd was on hand through the two days to watch the live action.
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The Cox family’s Langdene, Dunedoo, exhibited the Bruce Merriman Memorial prize-
winning August-shorn group, held here by Ben Simmons, Langdene, Cameron and Bec 
Cox, Bocoble, Mudgee, and Langdene co-principals, Garry and Gordon Cox.

Ross Wells, Willandra, Jerilderie, sashing 
the grand champion medium wool ram of 
Russell Jones, Darriwell, Trundle.

Photo courtesy The Land

100 years ago: At the 1915 Sydney Sheep Show 
the grand champion unhoused ram was this 
exhibit from Read Bros, Kooroogama stud,  
(F. No. 53), Moree. 

Alec Merriman 
sashes Merryville’s 
grand champion 
superfine ram 
held by his father, 
George.

Photo courtesy The Land

Ultrafine judge, 
Allan Phillips, 
Glen Stuart, 
Deddington, Tas., 
sashes the grand 
champion ultrafine 
Merino ram of Max 
Rayner, Grathlyn, 
Hargraves. The 
ultrafine Merino was 
the feature breed of 
this year’s Show.  
Photo courtesy The Land

Winners of the RAS/ASC Merino Sheep State Judging Competition 
Final, Peter Brooker, Haddon Rig, Warren (third), Sophie Watson, 
Maister’s Swamp, Kentucky (winner); and Angus Dawson, 
Arakoon Poll stud principal, Armidale (runner-up). Among the 
prizes they are holding are the NSW SMBA silver tray and three 
replica trophies, their shares of the $1000 prize money donated by 
the NSW SMBA and the Hugh Lydiard Memorial Trophy
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Arguably the most coveted prize in the 
history of Sydney Sheep Shows is the 
Stonehaven Cup for a group of five 
Merinos. First held in 1930 and with no 
Sheep Show in 1931 and either no show 
or competition from 1942 to 1946, this 
year marked the 80th time the prestige 
prize was contested, and the 40th since 

the Sheep Show became part of the Sydney Royal in 1976.

Governor General, Lord Stonehaven PC, GCMG, DSO, who 
had officially opened the 1930 Sheep Show, donated the cup 
in perpetuity to the NSW Stud Merino Breeders’ Association 
(then known as the NSW Sheepbreeders 
Association) for the “best exhibit of 5 
Merino sheep, to consist of 3 rams and 2 
ewes, any age, bred by exhibitor and from 
one stud”, and of any wool type.  

Last year’s winner, the Boorowa-based 
Merryville stud of Wal and George 
Merriman, secured the trophy for the 
26th time since winning the inaugural 
prize.  

Other multiple winners include Thalaba 
Pastoral Co, Koonwarra, Crookwell, which 
won the title ten times from 1972 until 
1995 before the stud was sold in 1998. 

More recently, the Tara Park stud of 
Boorowa’s Evans family stitched up its 

eighth victory in 2013 and from 1932 until 1966, the Estate of 
F E Body, Bundemar, Trangie, won the title seven times. 

Over the years the trophy was awarded at three consecutive 
shows to A Hordern, Mungadal, Hay; H E Kater and Son, 
Egelabra, Warren;  Thalaba Pastoral Co, Koonwarra;  and 
to Merryville (on four occasions). Merryville remains the only 
stud which has won the cup for four consecutive years  
(1984-1987).

This year’s winner, with the honour of having the 80th 
inscription on the cup, was the McLaren family of Nerstane, 
Woolbrook, who had previously won this award in 2008.

80th Stonehaven Cup

Nerstane’s 2015 Stonehaven Cup winning team held by Jock, John and Hamish McLaren, Shane 
Rule, Nerstane overseer, and Craig Trickey, Coryule Merino stud, Skipton, Victoria, holding the lead 
ram which he had purchased from Nerstane late last year.  Wayne Jenkins photo

NSW’s LEADING STUD MASTERS will confirm that 
LIVESTOCK BREEDING SERVICES

Livestock Breeding Services Pty Ltd
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OBJECTIVE MEASUREMENT CLASSES – SYDNEY 2015
CLASS 400: Ram, 2-tooth to 4-tooth

STUD MIC FLC YLD % LWT EMD FAT FLC WT VALUE
OBJ
PTS

FLC 
PTS

SUBJ 
PTS

TOTAL PLACE

DARRIWELL 19.1 73.7 124 40 7 14.9 $124.41 99 198.4 131 428 1
GREENLAND 18.5 73.9 113 42 5 13.6 $118.70 84 189.3 134 407 2
MERRYVILLE 19.5 82.1 107 38 3.5 13.6 $125.39 64 200.0 136 400 3
GRASSY CREEK 16.2 70.3 118 40 5 12 $107.88 96 172.1 120 388 4
MERRYVILLE 18.4 80.9 95 34 4 13.3 $124.38 24 198.4 130 352
NERSTANE 19.3 73.8 108.5 38 5.5 10.1 $88.70 65 141.5 137 343
NERSTANE 19.5 70.8 95.5 34 6 11.8 $96.10 29 153.4 133 315

CLASS 401: Ram, 6-tooth and over

STUD MIC FLC YLD % LWT EMD FAT FLC WT VALUE
OBJ
PTS

FLC 
PTS

SUBJ 
PTS

TOTAL PLACE

WEST PLAINS 20.3 78.6 129 41 6 16.5 $139.02 109 200 140.5 450 1
MERRYVILLE 18.8 74.9 125.5 41 3.5 16.2 $138.06 103 199 140 442 2
AIRLIE 18.9 67 123.5 42 4 16.5 $129.76 105 187 124 416 3
GRASSY CREEK 19.5 71.5 126 42 7 12.7 $104.13 107 150 137 394 4
MERRYVILLE 17.9 79.5 96 40 3.5 12.3 $114.97 46 165 116 327

CLASS 402: Ewe, 2-tooth to 4-tooth

STUD MIC FLC YLD % LWT EMD FAT FLC WT VALUE
OBJ
PTS

FLC 
PTS

SUBJ 
PTS

TOTAL PLACE

GRASSY CREEK 18.6 70.8 94.5 37 10 12.7 $103.53 86 191.3 140.5 417.8 1
MERRYVILLE 17.7 72.1 81 32 4.5 12.5 $108.23 51 200 139 390 2
NERSTANE 18.2 77.2 79 35 9 11.9 $108.25 47 200 140 387 3
ROSEVILLE PARK 18.8 74 75 29 8 12 $103.10 23 190.5 135.5 349.8 4
DEMONDRILLE 18.6 75.2 83 33 11 9.5 $83.55 55 154.4 137.5 346.9
ALFOXTON 17.5 77.2 77.5 33 6 9.1 $83.62 40 154.5 141.5 336
ADINA 18.3 73.7 75.5 34 6 11.5 $99.18 30 183.3 122 335.3
ROSEVILLE PARK 16.2 78.3 68 33 7 10.1 $105.62 17 195.2 103 315.2
NERSTANE 16.5 77.4 68 32 5.5 8.5 $87.67 23 162 133.5 303.2
DEMONDRILLE 18.4 71.5 64 33 4 9.3 $79.38 14 146.7 139 299.7

CLASS 403: Ewe, 6-tooth & over

STUD MIC FLC YLD % LWT EMD FAT FLC WT VALUE
OBJ
PTS

FLC 
PTS

SUBJ 
PTS

TOTAL PLACE

GRASSY CREEK 17.8 71.1 112 35 9 8.3 $94.39 55 200 141.5 396.5 1

Objective Measurement classes: Sheep were shorn and then judged at the Sydney Royal using objective measurement for both wool and meat 
and conformation attributes. 

Judging criteria: The sheep are lined up after being shorn and judged for breed type, structure and soundness for a maximum of 150 points. A 
maximum of 150 points for objective measurement is divided between maximum weight, ultrasound measurement, eye muscle measurement, 
fleece staple strength (Nkt) and coefficient of variation (%) of fibre diameter. The allocation for fleece commercial value is 200 points, making the 
total points 500. 

A MODERN INDUSTRY  
RELEVANT SIRE 

Used Australia Wide 
Semen $50 per dose 

Performance

D & L Chapman    02 6458 8129 

laura.chapman1@bigpond.comWest Plains Polls
Mercenary Production

Sydney Royal Show 2015 
Winner Objective

Measurement Class 
Highest fleece value $139.02 
Highest fleece weight 16.5 kg 
Highest body weight 129 kg 
bare shorn 
Total body weight 145.5 kg 
Eye muscle 41  - Yield 78.6% 
20.3-Mic  3.4 SD  
16.7 CV  99.4 CF% 
Staple length 150 mm 
Staple strength 52 N/kt 

Sydney Royal Show 2015 
Supreme Merino Exhibit 

Supreme Merino Ram Exhibit 
Grand Champion Poll Merino Ram 

Supreme Exhibit GSSM show 
Supreme March Shorn Exhibit  

Campbelltown Tasmania
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Drinks on the Mat at a Sydney Sheep Show amid the Merinos 
and on an occasion such as the Sydney Royal is a guarantee 
of success, and so it was again this year, with a large crowd in 
attendance to enjoy the function hosted by the NSW Stud Merino 
Breeders Association and Australian Wool Innovation. 

Numbers were boosted by those who were particularly keen to be 
present to witness the launch of Mr Culley – A Reflection, by Riverina 
writer, currently also a journalist with The Land, and former jackeroo 
under Mr Culley, Stephen Burns. 

Joining Stephen and officially launching the history of this much-
anticipated book was former Wonga assistant manager and 
Landmark stud sheep specialist, now AWI’s sheep industry 
specialist, Stuart Hodgson. 

There would be few if any who would not agree that a book on the 
life of this industry legend and his influence on the Merino industry 
was long overdue. 

Stephen Burns said he wanted his book to be “analytical, but also 
fun”. The same could be said of a group of Merino exhibitors at a 
drinks party. All in all, the evening was a great success on all counts. 

To secure a copy of Mr Culley – a Reflection, refer to the 
advertisement on page 13.

Drinks on the Mat – Sydney
Remembering Tom Culley 

1.  Author of Tom Culley – A Reflection, Stephen Burns, with former 
Wonga assistant manager, Stuart Hodgson, who launched the book.

2.   Well known Dubbo-based sheep classer, Allan Clarke, spent time 
chatting with former One Oak studmaster and a judge at this year’s 
show, Graham Wells, “Tumblegum”, Smoko, Victoria. 

3.  Brother and sister of the book’s author, Mandy Manning and Marc 
Burns.

4.  Enjoying a catch-up were Sheryl Derrick, Karoola Downs stud, 
Adelong, and Gai Rayner, Grathlyn  stud, Hargraves.

5.  Attending the book launch were Charlie Merriman, Merrignee, 
Boorowa; Susan Mathews, Lochinvar; wife of the author, Sally 
Burns, Wagga Wagga; John Mathews, Toowoomba; and Sally 
Taylor, Wagga Wagga.

6.  Stephen Burns is pictured with Mr Culley’s former overseer and well-
known sheep classer, Hugh Warden, who had flown from Perth for 
the book launch.

7.  Also relaxing at Drinks on the Mat were show stewards, Samantha 
Wan, Melbourne, and Broni Jekyll, “Drap’hyd”, Dick’s Creek via 
Murrumbateman, who caught up with Fiona Raleigh, TAFE Riverina, 
Cootamundra. 

8.  Nigel Brumpton, Mount Ascot, Mitchell, Queensland, caught up 
with some of this year’s judges after they had finished work for 
the day, Rohan Sprigg, East Strathglen stud, Tambellup, WA; Brent 
Thornbury, Leenavale stud, Sorell, Tasmania; and Allan Phillips, 
Glen Stuart stud, Deddington, Tas.
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